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Dear Readers,

Greetings! We extend our warm gratitude to the industry patrons 
for their support and positive response to the inaugural issue of 
‘Sesame World’ monthly magazine, launched in March 2022. 

As a result of your support and positive responses, we have 
developed a new initiative named “Know Your Exporter” starting 
from this issue to profile the leading exporters of sesame seeds 
from India. Soon, we will cover overseas players. We believe that 
this initiative would benefit the buyers of Indian sesame seeds 
(Natural or Hulled form) and its oriented value chain participants. 

To begin with, this edition covered a complete profile of Dhaval Agri Exports LLP, Gujarat, India, 
the largest sesame seed exporter with a 20% share in the total country’s volume. The company 
has over six export certifications, including BRC, SMETA, KOSHER, etc.

As we all know, Sesameinfo.in has the vision to promote and support the entire industry covering 
various end-products related to sesame seeds.  The edible oil prices have substantially increased 
across the globe due to the prevailing geopolitical tensions. In India (especially in the Southern 
part), the consumption of Sesame oil is widely seen. 

This issue highlights the journey of ‘Idhayam’, pioneer in branded sesame oil segment.  
Mr V R Muthu, the Chairman of VVV & Sons Edible Oils Limited, shares his experience and 
narrates their social responsibility initiatives. The company has created over 50 entrepreneurs, 
which is much needed for a developing country like India. 

On the production side, close to 0.82 million MT is expected in Sudan, Nigeria, and Burkina 
Faso combined, as per the industry experts. This is about 10 to 15% low compared to last year. 
Even the production in Paraguay too expected to decline by over 20% due to drought this year. 

When it comes to sesame seed imports, China is the leading importer with close to one million 
MT. But in the previous four years (2018 to 2021), sesame seed imports by China are surging 
by 13% on an average. Port congestion or its related issues are still a constraint for Sudan and 
Nigeria. Export from Sudan to China in 2021 declined by 35% compared to the previous year.

Now, the above are the prospects we covered in this edition. We thank all the stakeholders for 
contributing to this magazine amidst busy schedules. I thank the entire Sesame research team 
for their excellent and consistent efforts. We hope this edition will add value to the readers. We 
offer an open platform for the readers or the industry stakeholders to contribute their views on 
the Indian summer crop, pre-season crop scenario in Tanzania and Mozambique or any other 
topics of relevance. Please write to venkat@eventellglobal.com or consulting@eventellglobal.
com if choose to contribute. 

Good luck and best wishes.
 
Venkatraman S
Editor
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Idhayam: A Pioneer in the 
Branded Sesame Oil Segment

Mr V R Muthu

VVV & Sons Edible Oils Limited.

Sesame World team had 

an exclusive interview with 

Mr V.R. Muthu, chairman, 

VVV & Sons Edible Oils 

Limited, who shares the 

journey of Idhayam.

‘Idhayam’ holds the 
largest market share of 
ground nut oil in Tamil 
Nadu and we are the 

largest sesame oil maker 
in India. 

Mr V R Muthu shares the 
Journey of Idhayam

Journey of Idhayam
In the early 1940s, Mr V R 
Muthu’s grandfather and his 
brothers started to venture into 
sesame seed crushing for the first 
time. Earlier, they were in other 
businesses for a long time as 
commission agents of food grains. 
Their businesses spread over to 
Rangoon (Myanmar), Colombo, 
Mumbai and Karachi. The team 
used to purchase food grains from 
North India and supply to various 
wholesale agents in the South. 

Our journey as manufacturing 
agent started in 1940’s. During 
that time, a major producer of 
sesame oil who used to buy 
sesame seeds from us became 
insolvent, which collapsed our 
sesame seed business. That’s the 
major break-through; eventually, 
our core team decided to step into 
Edible oil manufacturing in 1940’s, 
under the brand name “V V”. 
Initially, we started with coconut oil 
– ‘VVD brand’ and Sesame oil.

Later on, the group was divided 
into four independent entities in 
1943. Mr V R Muthu is the owner 
and CEO of VVV & Sons Edible 
Oils Limited. From 1943 onwards, 
we specialize in sesame oil and it 
was a quite popular brand. Earlier, 
the brand name was ‘Anandham’ 
Gingelly oil. The epic sesame oil 
brand “Idhayam” was formed on 
December 01,1986. 

When we started the brand 
“Idhayam”, we were only in two 
districts in the Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu, in 1986. Mr V R Muthu, with 
an expansive vision, organised a 
door-to-door campaign in select 
districts of Tamil Nadu. This 
remarkable initiative resulted in 
tremendous success, and it still 
continues. Currently, our brand 
‘Idhayam’ holds the largest market 
share of ground nut oil in Tamil 
Nadu and we are the largest 
sesame oil maker in India. 
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About Idhayam’s Business 

Volume  
Until 2019, our volume of sesame 
oil per month was 1400 MT (a 
constant volume since 2005), 
which has currently increased 
to over 1600 MT. The increase 
is due to a surge in household 
consumption in the last two years 
due to the COVID-19 lockdown, 
with the closure of HORECA 
segment. Covid compelled people 
to prepare food at home.  They 
became health conscious as they 
shifted to healthier branded oils. In 
a way, covid helped us to increase 
our business volume.

Like sesame oil, our ground oil 
volume per month has doubled to 
600 MT. In addition to that due to 
the ongoing Russia and Ukraine 
conflict, our volume of groundnut 
oil further went up to 1200 MT. We 
are not in bulk business. All that 
we produce goes to retail segment 
in consumer packs.  Our largest 
SKU is five litre container.

On market reach
Initially we wanted to reach 
our market share starting from 
Kanyakumari to Chennai (inside 
Tamil Nadu).  Then, as our sesame 
oil is highly preferred by the Tamil 
Nadu people, we started placing 
our products wherever Tamilian 
population lives. Thus, initially our 
product was placed in Bangalore, 
Mumbai, Delhi and Hyderabad. 
Subsequently, we expanded 
globally. Today, I am happy to 
inform you that our products are 
available from Toronto to Sydney. 
The choice of Tamil Nadu people 
across the globe helped has in 
expanding our market reach.

Our market share of sesame 
volume is vastly in Tamil Nadu 
having 80 percent, rest of India 10 
percent and international markets 
contribute for the remaining 10 
percent share. 

On expanding the footprint
The scope for further expanding 
our presence in international 
market is more as Indians who 
are staying abroad prefer popular 
and top branded edible oils. 
However, in Tamil Nadu, more than 
80 percent of the people prefers 
the oil which is cheaper. Only 20 
percent of the Tamil Nadu people 
prefers branded edible oil.     

About source of raw material 

Source of Raw Material

State/location Period of procurement

Andhra Pradesh March to May

Tamil Nadu April to June

Karnataka June, July

Maharashtra August, September

Gujarat October to December

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Uttar Pradesh

November to January

We source the raw material within 
India, as we are very happy with 
the availability of fresh raw material 
spread over the year across 
various Indian states (please refer 
the above table). There is no need 
to import for us. 

Earlier, Tamil Nadu, used to be our 
primary source of raw material. 
Now Andhra Pradesh overtook 
Tamil Nadu and in the near future, 
we foresee Rajasthan as a key 
supplier to us.

Being branded player, quality 
is of utmost importance   
We are very strict on FFA, the 
condition being the Free Fatty Acid 
(FFA) must be less than 1.5%. In 
case the FFA is one percent or 
less the supplier will get premium 
price from us. FFA is tested at our 
factory premises and this takes 
care of quality. If the FFA is more 
than 1.5%, the material will be 
returned back to the vendor.

The oil content varies depending 
on the place/state from where the 
seed is sourced. For example, the 
yield is low in Andhra Pradesh, 
high in Tamil Nadu and average 
in Gujarat. Seeds with higher oil 
content will fetch better price. 

Reason for not having 
crushing plant near to the 
sourcing place 
We planned to have our factory 
near the Andhra-Tamil Nadu 
border, as Andhra is a major 
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supplier to us, but it does not 
materialise. Scale of economics 
differs operating out of 
Virudhunagar, but we prefer to 
stay here as competition is less.  
 
Although Virudhunagar is close 
to port city of Tuticorin, importing 
sesame from African countries 
does not arise (ex. Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso), as the import duty 
is high.  Even if we crush and 
export in the form of oil, we may 
have to face challenges in terms of 
claiming duty draw back from the 
concerned authorities.   

On input-output norms
It ranges from 31 to 33 kg per bag 
of 75 kg of sesame seed (ranges 
from 40 to 45 percent). 

On modern technologies
We use modern technologies in 
the cleaning of raw materials. We 
use equipment from the Buhler 
Company, Switzerland. 

We use traditional expeller 
machines to crush the seed and 
extract oil. We don't make refined 
oil, and we don't do solvent 
extraction.  

The Cake that we get contains 4 
to 5% of oil. It will fetch ₹40 to 50 
per kg has a huge demand. Some 
people are of the opinion that 
chekku ennai (or cold pressed oil) 
is superior to our oil, but that’s not 
the case. It is more expensive, as it 
requires more effort and electricity, 
not because of its superior quality.

On reaching out to with 
younger generation  
When we started, television 
was not popular other than 
Doordarshan. In fact, Doordarshan 
Tamil and Idhayam both came 
into existence during the same 
year and our advertisements were 

more popular then. Nowadays 
advertising in television channels 
is more expensive as hundreds of 
channels are there.

We have chosen a medium in 
which large boards are displayed 
at the point of sale and at the 
retailer’s end. We have boards all 
over Tamil Nadu. More than 3000 
retailers have our advertisement 
boards and no rent is paid by us, 
as they are getting more demand.

On e-commerce platforms  
Yes, we need e-commerce 
platform as it is the modern-
day trend and it is mutually 
important for branded payers and 
e-commerce platforms to grow 

together, which is the need of 
the hour. Famous reality shows 
on cooking that are being shown 
in TVs use our brands. You 
tube channels, attract younger 
generations.  

On challenges to the 
businesses about freight 
rates, wild swings in imported 
edible oils etc.,
Tamil Nadu has a population of 
more than seven crores. Even if I 
am able to supply to 10 percent 
of the population, I am happy with 
that. Moreover, we are happy 
to face the competition from 
international companies/brands.  
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CSR (Corporate Social 
Responsibility) of Idhayam
As part of our CSR activity, 
we are organizing a monthly 
leadership camp for students, 
called entrepreneurs leadership 
camp. We bring in about 32 
students aged between 18 and 
25 years, who aspire to become 
entrepreneurs. So far, we have 
completed 10 such programmes 
and trained 320 students, 50 of 
whom have become entrepreneurs 
already and more are on the way. 

In each batch, we select the best 
two students and send them to 
Singapore for four days to interact 
with the industries over there. 
Of the 320 students roughly, 
50 percent are women. This 
envisages the Honourable Prime 
Minister’s flagship programme of 
Start-up India.  

The students who are selected has 
to pay a fee of INR 2500 as course 
fee. Idhayam funds about INR 2.50 
million (INR 25 lakhs) per annum 
under its CSR activity.  

My message to new 
entrepreneurs: Choose a business 
which you love the most.
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Nigeria and Burkina 2021-2022

Short Crop, Firm Price, Logistic Challenges

Mr Alok Bhargava C A, 

Director, Praramb Agri Trading 

DMCC - Dubai.

Nigeria

Nigeria Sesame Crop harvest started at the end of August, followed by 

Shipments, which begin by mid -September, and the crop starts to finish 

by march end though the stock remains with the stockiest until July-Aug. 

Bushes in Nigeria
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Disclaimer: Please note that 

the details mentioned above 

are not from any official 

records or source and are in 

plain view of the Author and 

are for reference purposes 

only.

Price and Demand 
Regarding quality, it is about to be 
expected this year; however, this 
year again shift towards whiteness 
has been observed after three to 
four years.  This season’s sesame 
price has started at USD 1550/
MT, and today the prices are @
USD 1500/MT (March 30-2022).  
During the mid-season, the 
market was very slow as importing 
markets like China and Turkey 
were slow due to less demand. 
China, primarily because of 
lockdown and stocks availability 
and Turkey because of currency 
and economic situation.

Challenges
Logistics has always been an issue 
in Nigeria; however, the supply 
chain in Nigeria had to face again 
the challenge of shipping out the 
cargo due to port congestion 
and, most importantly, increasing 
freight rates and non-availability 
of containers as most of the 
shipping companies were shipping 
out empties to China. Also, 
considering the given scenario, 
oil prices have been at an all-
time high due to which shipping 
companies have been increasing 
freights two times a month, and 
in future, it’s predicted to increase 
further. Exports are still happening 
out of Nigeria.

Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso sesame crop harvest 
starts during October, and arrival 
flow starts during November 
every year. Shipments usually 
begin moving out of Burkina to 
respective ports by the end of 
December on a year-on-year 
basis. Normally ports used are 
Tema – Ghana and Lome-Togo.

Quantity, Stock and Conflicts 
Burkina produces around 
210,000 – 220,000 MT of sesame; 

however, this year, the crop was 
short, and arrivals have seen at 
160,000+ MT. Some stock is still 
available in the bush and with 
the stockiest traders as they are 
holding the cargo due to currency 
depreciation against the USD 
due to Russia Ukraine war and 
increasing oil prices.

Decline in quality
The quality of the current crop was 
average; however, towards the 
end of the season, cargo arriving 
from the bush declined in quality. 
Compared to last year’s output 
of whitish sesame was less, and 
one of the main reasons would be 
unrest caused in growing areas. 
Post covid, there has not been 
an authenticated report for crop 
survey.

Price 
On the price front, the season 
started with Whitish at USD 1600/
MT and today, the prices are at 
USD 1550/MT and mixed at USD 
1550 and today at USD 1450 (as 
of date Mar 30, 2022). In the mid-
season, the market was prolonged 
as exporters had less demand due 
to the bearish market.

Logistic Scenario, Cargo 
Movement and Container 
shortage  
No logistics issues were reported 
in Burkina post unrest, but there 
were a lot of problems with cargo 
movement during the unrest. 
Increasing freight rates and less 
availability of empty containers 
were also an issue in Togo.

NOTE: Mandatory China 
registration from 1 Jan 2022 has 
also created confusion in the 
market, and in some exporter 
registration countries still, 
exporters are struggling with 
export registration procedures.
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Sudan Sesame 2021-22

Political Instability, Economic Distress, Currency 

Devaluation, Logistics Nightmare - Hampering Exports 

Mr Ghazwan Mousallati

CEO, Leno Gulf

I would like to describe the current 
scenario in Sudan, especially 
the political and the economic 
situation, as distressing.

Crop size 
The crop size of sesame seed is 
relatively good, but the farming 
areas used for sesame during 
this season were replaced with 
other crops. In my opinion, the 
crop size is not less than 350, 000 
tons, and the seed is of decent 
quality. Many crops are being used 
locally to hedge the currency’s 
extreme devaluation and stocked 
in warehouses. Stock in Sudan is 
not less than 80,000 tons, in my 
opinion.

Sudan export scenario and its 
challenges 
• Sesame exports from Sudan 

were very slow due to internal 
and international logistics 
nightmare. However, China 
and India exports were mainly 
exports through sea and 
somewhat manageable, and 
quantities exported can be 
predicted to be 120,000 tons 
and above as of 16th Mar 2022.

• Middle East exports were 
limited to truck transport via 
Jeddah to Jordan at $200+ per 
ton. 

• Egypt’s land transport was 
severely interrupted due to 
road closure. Furthermore, 
complications arose due to 
export procedures issued by the 
central bank of Sudan imposing 
advance payments. 

• Also, in-transit cargo via Egypt 
was banned. Private vessels 
of 2000-4000 tons operated 
to Mersin and Beirut now and 
then. 

Impact of currency 
Local market deliveries are not 
hindered by the situation, and 
inflow is steady, but most cargo 
is beyond farmer level today, and 
without descent, mark-up traders 
are reluctant to engage. With 
the current extreme devaluation 
of the currency, local offers are 
becoming scarce.

Price scenario 
Prices of FOB today (as of March 
16th 2022) are also not relevant 
due to complicated vessel arrivals, 
schedules, and arrivals. But if 
we are to judge on FOB prices, 
Sudan is competitive. Offers range 
from commercial-grade $1450 to 
Ghaderef $1620.

We remain optimistic, and 
trade will always find its way to 
proceed—prayers to Sudan and 
its people. 

Points to Ponder
As per the Central Bank of 
Sudan statistics, Sudan sesame 
exports in the first nine months 
of 2021 were valued at USD 
338.9 Million. This is against the 
export value of USD 607 Million 
during the same period in 2020.

Sudan exported 148,745.92 
tons of sesame seed to China 
in 2021. This is as against the 
2021 export volume of 231,132 
tons. This corresponds to a 
decline of 35.6 per cent.

Sudan exports to Japan totalled 
4,654 tons in 2021, with 
583,502 CIF 1000 Yen. This is 
as against 2,042 tons exported 
with 286,658 CIF 1000 Yen 
in 2020. This corresponds to 
an increase of 128 per cent in 
volume terms in 2021 compared 
to 2020.  
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Research Study on 
Sesame Crop Improvement

Dr D Bharathi

Senior Scientist (Genetics and 

Plant Breeding), Regional Agricul-

tural Research Station, Tirupati, 

Andhra Pradesh 

Sesame (Sesamum indicum L.) 

is one of the oldest oilseeds 

crops widely grown in Africa and 

Asia, known for its high-quality 

nutritional seeds. The world 

sesame production is about 

4.8 million tons (2021) behind 

soybean, groundnut, cottonseed, 

sunflower, linseed, and rapeseed, 

in the quantity of world oilseeds 

production. The majority of the 

world’s sesame area is found in the 

developing world, with the largest 

in Myanmar, India, Tanzania, 

Nigeria, China, Ethiopia, Burkina 

Faso, Uganda and Niger. With 

increasing knowledge of sesame’s 

dietary and health benefits, the 

market demand for its seed and 

oil has enlisted a continuous steep 

increase. Likewise, sesame, by low 

irrigation requirement, adaption to 

different types of soil and weather 

conditions, not being labour-

intensive and being instead of a 

highly remunerative crop, is ideally 

suited to replace low-yield crops, 

especially in the current scenario 

of global warming affecting crop 

productivity in more and more 

traditional agricultural areas.

Likewise, sesame, by low irrigation requirement, adaption 
to different types of soil and weather conditions, not 
being labour-intensive and being instead of a highly 
remunerative crop, is ideally suited to replace low-

yield crops, especially in the current scenario of global 
warming affecting crop productivity in more and more 

traditional agricultural areas.

Crop Photos
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More than 85 per cent of sesame 

production in India comes from 

West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

The majority of the sesame 

production in the country is used 

for oil extraction (70-75 per cent), 

and a considerable proportion 

is consumed as food (20-25 per 

cent) in various forms. A small 

quantity is retained for the seeds 

every year. 

Sesame produces quality oil that 

is edible and used in biomedicine 

and health care.  Sesame oil with 

85 per cent unsaturated fatty 

acids is highly stable and has a 

reducing effect on cholesterol, and 

prevents coronary heart diseases. 

The importance of sesame lies in 

the quality of the oil, the presence 

of antioxidants sesamin, sesamol, 

its antiquity and its use in religious 

rituals in India, Egypt and the 

Persian region. 

Origin and Domestication
The cultivated sesame derives 

from wild populations native to the 

Indian subcontinent and parts of 

Pakistan. Sesame and the wild 

forms share the same diploid 

chromosome number, 2n= 26 

Plant Genetic Resources
The Indian region has been rich in 

diversity, especially in cultivated 

forms. NBPGR has about 10,000 

accessions in its collection, 

including a large number of 

duplicates. The morphological 

variations observed in the 

accessions maintained have 

been documented. Evaluation of 

germplasm should consider the 

region from which the cultivars 

that show the most significant 

morphological distinctiveness are 

derived. 

Development of Ideal Plant 
Types for Different Situations
Sesame is an ancient oilseed plant 

endowed with specific desirable 

characteristics. The primary 

objectives are higher yield, high 

oil, improved plant architecture 

and resistance to diseases and 

pests, whereas specific goals vary 

with the regional requirements. In 

addition, non-shattering cultivars 

are needed for combined harvest.  

The confectionery market or the 

oil mills have different seed size, 

shape, coat texture, colour, and 

sweet taste, which are not crucial 

to the oil industry. Still, these 

characteristics are critical for 

confectionery, increasing globally 

with the growing health concerns.  

In India, the white seed is prefered 

for export and domestic use in the 

northern plains and plateau region. 

At the same time, brown or black 

seeded are favoured by domestic 

consumers on the eastern coast 

and black seeds in the south 

coastal region. 

The breeding methods such 

as introduction, selection, and 

hybridising sesame are widely 

adopted procedures for developing 

new plant types.

Plant Types for Stress 
Intensive Agriculture 
It experiences moisture stress in 

different crop growth stages to 

varying degrees. The plant types 

recommended for stress include 

medium duration, branching, 

better adaptability, and high 

regenerative growth after moisture 

stress and synchrony in maturity. 

Plant Types for Input Intensive 
Agriculture: The agronomic 

features of the plant types such as 

short duration, dwarf plant types, 

photo and thermo insensitivity, 

higher response to added inputs 

and irrigation, short internodal 

length and higher number of 

effective capsules are required for 

input-intensive agriculture. Hence, 

the popularisation of these ideal 

plant types is the prerequisite for 

realising a breakthrough in sesame 

productivity in different agro 

production situations. 

Sesame varieties released for 
different situations in India 

Gowri, Madhavi, Sarada

Swetha til, Hima, Jagtiyal Til-1, 

DSS-9, DS-5, VRI-2, TMV-7, VRI-

3, G Til-10, G Til-5,

G Til-6, TKG 22, TKG 55, TKG 

308, PKDS 12, RT 346, RT 351, 

RT 46, RT-54, Punjab Til-1, Punjab 

Til-2, Thilarani, Thilak, Thilathara.

The exploitation of Hybrid 
Vigour in Sesame
Although sesame is largely self-

pollinated, substantial levels of 

heterosis have been reported 

for certain hybrid combinations 

from various countries. However, 

commercial production of hybrids 

was not successful as male sterility 

was a constraint. 

Resistance Breeding
Biotic stresses: Sesame suffers 

from various diseases caused by 

fungi, bacteria, phytoplasma and 

viruses. The IDM is structured to 

use resistant varieties, cultural 

practices, surveillance and need-

based chemical control of the 

regions. 
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Abiotic Stresses: Sesame 

faces various stresses such as 

waterlogging, fluctuations in 

temperature, photoperiod, salt 

concentration and drought. The 

response of genes is monitored 

following a change in the 

environmental conditions, be it 

dehydration, salinity, heat and cold 

and identify the species which has 

the potential of donating valuable 

genes for resistance to drought. 

Cultivars resistant to diseases, 

pests, and abiotic stresses 

would be necessary, mainly 

because other means of control in 

developing countries are scarcely 

used.

Mutation Breeding
Sesame has a wide range of 

genetic variability; however, 

certain desirable traits, including 

resistance to major diseases and 

better seed retention, have not 

been found. They are treating 

seeds with radiations, mainly 

gamma rays and chemical 

mutagens, mainly with ethyl 

methanesulfonate and sodium 

azide. 

Multi capsular types

Variations in flower colour

Biotechnological Approaches 
for Sesame Improvement
Different molecular marker 

systems have been developed and 

applied to sesame genotyping and 

breeding efforts. The first class 

of molecular markers, including 

RAPD, AFLP employed mainly 

for genetic diversity studies. The 

second class of markers involved 

Simple Sequence Repeat (SSR) 

types such as ISSR, EST-SSR, 

gSSR and cpSSR. Many of these 

markers were used for genetic and 

association mapping, molecular 

breeding and genetic diversity 

studies in sesame.

 “Omics” Tools in Sesame
With the mounting development 

of versatile “Omics” tools in 

sesame, their application and 

deployment for crop improvement 

strategies have also yielded 

conspicuous results. Nowadays, 

these tools enable high efficiency 

and resolution in genetic diversity 

study, gene-trait association 

analysis using bi-parental or 

natural diverse populations, gene 

family study, and RNA-seq based 

candidate gene identification. 

Researchers have tagged 

various plant traits, including oil 

content and quality traits, yield 

components, tolerance to drought 

and waterlogging stresses, 

disease resistance, good plant 

architecture, etc. 

The next logical step in sesame 

research is the functional 

validation of these gene 

resources through genetic 

engineering approaches. The 

genetic transformation would 

be an ideal opportunity to 

transfer the functional genes into 

sesame elite cultivars quickly. 

Several successful attempts of 

sesame genetic transformation 

through Agrobacterium have 

led to 42.66 per cent of 

transformation efficiency. However, 

improvements to the sesame 

genetic transformation protocol 

for reaching higher efficiency are 

imperative.

Sesame has become an emerging 

crop globally, and its entrance into 

the “Omics” era has raised it at 

the “genomic resource-rich crop” 

level. Invaluable efforts during 

recent years have engendered 

several genetic/genomic tools and 

resources that provide an impetus 

to research and nurture sesame 

production for the benefit of 

smallholder farmers in developing 

countries. 
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A Glance at Paraguay Sesame Season 2021-2022

Drought Hampers Production, Prices to Stay Higher, 
Sky Rocketing Freight Rates 

Mr Gilberto Ozorio
President of Paraguayan 

Chamber of Sesamo Exporters 
(CAPEXSE), President and 
General Manager, Dulsan 
Organica S.A, Paraguay

Harvest 2021 - 2022
We started planting in September 

2021 with great expectation and 

good promotion in the entire 

country through CAPEXSE 

(PARAGUAY CHAMBER OF 

SESAME EXPORTERS), achieving 

a lot of interest from farmers, the 

effect of recent years with good 

production and prices appropriate 

to the current situation of our 

country in terms of costs.

More than 60,000 hectares of 

white and black sesame of manual 

harvest varieties, or edible grade, 

were planted in the country and 

more than 40,000 hectares 

of mechanized varieties in the 

Chaco region. In its sowing and 

development stage, this last area is 

immensely affected by drought.

Drought all over Paraguay 
has hampered production 
expectations
During its vegetative development, 

an intense drought has affected 

all regions of Paraguay, which 

harmed the expected production, 

leading to a decrease in the yield 

of approximately 40% and the 

Chaco area, even crop losses due 

to lack of rain. In the same way. It 

is crucial to assess the resistance 

of sesame to this type of climatic 

event like drought since in other 

agricultural items, some products 

like soybean, 68% of national 

production was lost.

80 per cent of the produce 
harvested  
As of date (March 25th), 

practically 80% of the edible 

sesame varieties have been 

harvested and 30% for the 

mechanized varieties, which 

makes us calculate that this year 

we could harvest and market 

locally about 18,000 tons of 

edible grade sesame seeds and 

about 10,000 tons of mechanized 

harvest sesame seeds. This 

would indicate a reduction of 

approximately 17,000 tons less 

than the previous two years for the 

reasons already mentioned.

Price to go up due to decline 
in production
This caused the prices of local raw 

materials to go up and installed 

many new companies testing 

this business, generating strong 

internal competition and much 

speculation in the fields.

Exports to pick up soon and 
continue until May 2022  
The amount exported as of March 

2022 is still minimal. The most 
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significant amount of product is in 

the processing stage in industrial 

plants of the leading exporters, 

estimating their respective 

shipments more massively as of 

this second fortnight of March and 

April, going until May 2022.

Logistics challenges persist
Logistical problems continue due 

to the drop of water in our main 

rivers that serve to go abroad 

and connect us to the sea with 

the world. Likewise, the costs of 

maritime river freight are still high, 

especially to countries of the EU, 

USA and Central America, with a 

cost four to five times higher than 

was paid before the pandemic. In 

the case of Asian countries such 

as Japan, Taiwan, China, etc., the 

incidence is relatively lower, but it 

is about double. Added to all this is 

the excessive delay in transit to the 

final destination.

On Russia-
Ukraine conflict
Regarding the 

Russia/Ukraine 

conflict, the 

Paraguayan 

sesame doesn`t 

affect us directly 

commercially, since 

isn`t a buying market 

for the volume of our 

sesame seeds, but 

Japan remains the 
most critical buyer of 
Paraguayan sesame 
seeds, but in recent 

years there has 
been a significant 
diversification of 
markets for our 

sesame with equally 
competitive prices, 

mainly in EU countries.

indirectly it is affecting the national 

economy, also with an increase 

in fuel costs, which implies an 

increase in total services and food, 

this was added to inflation already 

existing before the conflict.

In conclusion, we are in a difficult 

year, with very high costs in the 

entire production, commercial, 

industrial and logistics chain, 

which prompts us to make every 

effort to overcome these obstacles 

and to start planning the next 

campaign. At the same time, it 

requires us to look for the best 

markets to sell all the products 

with a moderate income. Japan 

remains the most critical buyer 

of Paraguayan sesame seeds, 

but in recent years there has 

been a significant diversification 

of markets for our sesame with 

equally competitive prices, mainly 

in EU countries.
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Know Your Exporter
 Dhaval Agri Exports 

Dhaval Agri Exports is owned and 

being driven by,

Mr Suresh Chandarana, 

President

Mr Jay Chandarana, 

CEO

Mr Dhaval Chandarana, 
Head-International Sales

Mr Suresh Chandarana has 

been in the commodity processing 

business since 1981, prominent 

focus on cereals and grains, with 

wheat as the key raw material. 

Shift from Cereals & Grains to 
Sesame seed
In the late 1990s, the wheat 

crop in Gujarat stagnated due to 

drought conditions (between 1995 

and 2000) which remained a huge 

obstacle for a processor. With a 

vision to explore and tackle the 

constraint, Mr Suresh Chandarana 

has decided to choose alternative 

commodities. During the same 

period, the area under the sesame 

seed witnessed a sharp rise. So, 

sesame seed was chosen as an 

alternative commodity. 

“Sesame is not a water-

intensive crop. As the 

drought was prevailing 

in early 2000, a lot more 

farmers started cultivating 

sesame” – says 

Mr Jay Chandarana

Sesame World team 
had an exclusive 

interview with 
Mr Jay Chandrana, 
CEO, Dhaval Agri 

Exports LLP, Gujarat, 
India
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The trajectory path – the 
largest exporter of Sesame 
seeds
With a vision to export Indian 

sesame seeds, Dhaval Agri 

Exports LLP was started in 

1999. In just five years of 

commencement, Dhaval Agri 

established a factory in 2003 & 

2004.  In 2007, Dhaval Agri set 

up its first automated hulling and 

auto-dry factory. With excellent 

efforts and expertise, Dhaval Agri 

became the largest exporter of 

Hulled sesame seed in India in 

2009, and the winning streak 

continues.  

“Our turnover was only 

INR 99 lakhs (INR 9.9 

million) when started; and 

here we are today, the 

largest Hulled sesame 

seed exporter and winning 

the award consecutively 

for 11 years” – says Mr Jay 

Chandarana

“Customers or buyers 

choose quality depending 

on the end-product/use. If 

the end-product/use where 

sesame seed is appearing 

on bread or any other 

items where the visibility 

is clear, the buyer would 

want to prefer a better-

looking sesame seed. In 

case of Tahina (paste) or 

any other processed form, 

then the size and colour 

of the seed is not that 

important for a buyer’ – 

says Mr Jay Chandarana

“Our processing capacity 
is 45,000 to 50,000 MT 

yearly; we have dedicated 
80% of the total capacity 
exclusively for Sesame 
seeds” – says Mr Jay 

Chandarana

India exports 250 thousand MT 

of sesame seeds (both hulled and 

natural) in a year. Dhaval Agri 

holds a significant share of 20% 

in volume terms and exports to 

40 countries. 

Apart from Sesame seeds, 

Dhaval Agri is also involved in 

processing seed spices such as 

Cumin, Coriander, Fennel seeds, 

Fenugreek, and Black cumin. 

The technology installed by Dhaval 

Agri for Hulling and natural sesame 

seed/seed spices is approximately 

30,000 MT and 15,000 MT per 

annum, respectively. 

Source of raw material with 

proximity to the processing unit

Gujarat State, India, is the primary 

source of raw material (sesame 

seed) for Dhaval Agri and the 

second-largest source is Rajasthan 

State. A specific volume is also 

covered from Madhya Pradesh and 

Uttar Pradesh. Dhaval Agri is very 

particular in choosing the quality of 

the raw material suitable for their 

customers globally. Dhaval Agri 

deals with various sesame seeds 

such as White, Black, Golden and 

Red. 

Quality of sesame seeds:
Gujarat – Bold size seeds. 

Desired white colour
Rajasthan – Bold size 

seeds. Colour is Golden/
whitish. Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh – on an 
average, seeds are less 

bold in size and lite weight. 
Most of the volume are 

consumed locally.  

“We choose our product, 
wherein the raw materials 
are readily available with 

close proximity to our 
processing factories.”

– says Mr Jay Chandarana

End application of sesame 
seed and quality preference
Dhaval Agri exports sesame 

seeds to nearly 40 countries. 

Each market has its own end 

applications. Hulled sesame 

seeds are mainly used in bakery 

and confectionary items in the 

destination countries. In India, 

hulled sesame seeds hold a 

significant proportion of the 

total sesame seed exports. In 

recent years, the end-utilization 

of hulled sesame seed has 

been explored globally. In many 

countries, sesame seeds are used 

innovatively as “Flour Mixes”, 

which are powdered and mainly 

added with wheat flour or any 

other flour (approx. 5% to 10%) to 

enrich the protein content. 
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India is not a regular importer 
of sesame seeds
India imports sesame seeds from 

major producing countries only 

when there is a shortfall in the 

domestic crop. In 2021, the Indian 

summer crop surged, sufficient 

to cater to domestic and export 

needs. Due to the same, import 

volume was low in 2021, hardly 

24,000 MT compared to 150 

thousand MT in 2020. 

Trade flow to China
China is not a regular importer 

of Indian sesame seeds. Usually, 

China imports from India during 

the summer crop only if there 

is parity, the time when the 

availability in other origins is less. 

 

On the US FASTER act
This is mainly on the labelling of 

sesame, which will come into 

effect from January 2023. Due 

to new regulations on sesame 

allergens, the impact on the 

sesame seed business is likely to 

be minimal. 

On export certifications
Dhaval Agri has all the 

certifications that are required for 

exports. 

1. BRC Certified

2. ISO 22000:2005 Certified

3. KOSHER Certified

4. HALAL Certified

5. SEDEX Certified

6. SMETA Certified

7. Govt. of India recognized 

export trading house

Corporate Social 

Responsibilty

“Mr Suresh Chandarana 

always gives importance to 

welfare activities to people 

with us. There is a saying 

charity begins at home.  As 

a company, we are funding 

the education and its oriented 

expenses for all the children 

of our Employees/workers. 

We also take care of medical 

expenses of our employees,” 

– says Mr Jay Chandarana

For a new entrepreneur in the 

sesame seed business

“Understand the product; 

Understand & address what 

the customer needs.”

 – says Mr Jay Chandarana
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Sesame Hulling Mechanism
Akyurek Technology

Mr Selim Bakay, 
International Sales & Marketing, 

Akyurek Technology, Turkey

Sesame Peeler/Hulling 
System
Akyurek Technology Sesame 

peeler SP-4000/Sesame hulling 

system works with six cylinders. It 

has around 2.2 tons per hour and 

efficient friction type dehulling units 

applicable for processing all kinds 

and types of Sesame seed peeling. 

Hulling line works with cleaning 

products, so the cleaning line 

should be included in the hulling 

line as a first stage.

 

White Sesame hulling like Gadarif 

Sesame, Non-Gadarif sesame, 

Nigeria, Ethiopia, and others are 

more accessible than the others 

like red sesame.  No chemical or 

salt is used during the sesame 

peeling process to whiten the 

sesame so that the colour of 

the sesame is more natural and 

distinctive, unlike 

pure white chemicals 

added. The high-

quality end product 

is obtained without 

modifying sesame’s 

natural properties, 

with improved peeling systems via 

innovative technology.

The peeling system is made of 

three cylinders. For optimum and 

high yield peeling process, the 

first cylinder continually mixes 

the seeds with water and is 

homogeneous. 

For the peeling process, the 

second cylinder creates friction 

between the seeds. 

The third cylinder continues the 

friction process with the same 

friction technique, so an optimum 

and high-quality result is obtained 

with process repeat. Regulation 

of input parameters controls via 

onboard PLC Panel.
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Sesame Peeler

Seed Brush Cleaner
Applications of Seed Brusher:
• Removing the black dots on 

the seed's nose caused by 

sesame seeds

• For semi-hulled sesame, 

continue the hulling procedure

• In the dryer, cool the 

previously treated product to 

room temperature

• Removing hull that has 

become loose during the 

drying or roasting process.

Technical Data

Width 2860 mm

Length 4370 mm

Height 2420 mm

Weight 1430 Kg

Cylindrical Screen Diameter 630 mm

Cylindrical Screen Length 4000 mm

Motor 3kW

Air Requirement 20000 m3

Material AISI304

Capacity 1500 Kg/h

Seed Brush Cleaner

Profile

Akyurek Technology Mersin – Turkey seed processing and 

conditioning equipment manufacturing company has been working 

in the seed industry since 1973 and is serving more than 90 

countries starting from Bolivia, Peru, the US to Malaysia, the Middle 

East, Africa, and Europe, and Central Asia destinations. We have 

been installed and have already been working in more than 50 

factories in ETHIOPIA. Most of the European customers are using 

Akyurek Machinery.

For more information, please 

visit our website:  https://
akyurekltd.com/en/index.htm
 

Akyurek Technology Catalogue 

from A to Z

https://www.akyurekltd.com/
catalog/genel.pdf
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Sesame Takes Lead As Nigeria’s 
Leading Non-Oil Export

Nigeria is the 7th major producer of high-quality 

raw sesame seed worldwide. The characteristics of 

Nigerian sesame are high oil content, low moisture 

content and 99 per cent natural. Sesame production 

has been on the increase in the country and now 

takes the lead as the highest non-oil export from 

Nigeria, as cocoa lost it first position.    

https://dailytrust.com/ 

RBI issues norm for extended 
interest equalisation scheme 
for export credit

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 
Tuesday issued modified norms on 
Interest Equalization Scheme for 
export credit after the extension of 
the scheme till March 2024 by the 
government.

As per the modifications made by the 

government to the scheme, the telecom 

instrument sector having six HS (Harmonised 

System) lines shall be out of the purview of the 

plan, except for MSME manufacturer exporters.

Revised interest equalisation rates under the 

scheme will now be three per cent for MSME 

manufacturer exporters exporting under any 

HS lines and two per cent for manufacturer 

exporters and merchant exporters exporting 

under 410 HS lines (after excluding 6 HS lines of 

the telecom sector), the notification said.

https://www.business-standard.com/ 

Freight costs jump as 
shipping rates, insurance 
premium soar

The shipping industry, which plays a major 

role in global trade, was already fighting a 

shortage of vessels and containers when 

American and European sanctions on 

Russia and its businesses drove up crude 

prices, increasing shipping costs

https://www.livemint.com/ 

Jigawa Governor visits 
WACOT’s Sesame Farm, 
hails contributions to State, 
Nigeria’s economy

Jigawa State Governor, has assured Jigawa 

citizens and investors that his administration 

will continue to support private investors 

such as WACOT Limited whose investments 

are contributing to the state’s socio-economic 

development while boosting Nigeria’s food 

security.

https://businessday.ng/news/article/jigawa-

governor-visits-wacots-sesame-farm-hails-

NEWS
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Volume of Nigeria, 
Korea Bilateral 
Trade Hits $2bn

*Korea calls for timely 

commitment from Nigeria 

on $13m digital governance 

programme.The Republic of 

Korea has disclosed that the 

volume of trade between the 

country and Nigeria last year 

rose to $2 billion.Presently, 

Nigeria is Korea’s third biggest 

trading partner in Africa.

https://www.thisdaylive.com/ 

CBN reconstitutes 
executive 
management 
of Nigerian 
Commodity 
Exchange

The 
exchange 
was 
established 

to provide an innovative 
commodity trading platform 
that would engender shared 
prosperity among market 
actors, through quality 
assurance and price stability.
It was operating through 
four standing committees: 
Membership and Finance 
Committee, Trading 
Committee, Clearing House 
Committee and Arbitration and 

Vigilance Committee.

https://www.vanguardngr.com/ 

Ethiopia earns $2.9 
bln from agricultural 
export in 7 months
Ethiopia earned 2.9 billion 

U.S. dollars from the export 

of agricultural products during 

the past seven months.The 

2.9-billion-dollar export revenue 

was facilitated by the Ethiopian 

Commodity Exchange (ECX), 

which traded Ethiopia’s major 

export commodities such as 

coffee, sesame seeds, spices 

as well as various agricultural 

products to the international 

market, the news agency quoted 

Wondimagegn Negera, head of 

the ECX, as saying.

https://www.independent.co.ug/ 

Palmadex Export 
Marks 7th 
Anniversary

Nigeria’s foremost exporter of 

non-oil agro 

products, 

Palmadex 

Global 

Integrated 

Services, is celebrating its 

7th anniversary, with an 

exclusive in-house event at 

their corporate headquarters in 

Lagos, Nigeria, to appreciate 

its clients and stakeholders.

https://www.vanguardngr.com/

Stock limit on 
edible oils, 
oilseeds extended 
up to Dec 31

New Delhi: In view of the 

ongoing Ukraine-Russia war 

resulting in supply restrictions 

in import of edible oils and 

oilseeds, the Centre has 

extended the stock limits 

imposed on edible oils and 

oilseeds until end of December.

https://zeenews.india.com/

ABP: Delivering It’s 
Mandate On 
Improving 
Farmers’ 
Productivity

The broad objectives of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) Anchors Borrowers 
Programme according to the 
policy document is to create 
economic linkages between 
smallholder farmers and 
processors with a view to 
increasing agricultural output 
and ensuring food price 

stability.

https://independent.ng/
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Sudan and Egypt plan big 
trade increase as impact 
of barricades hits home
The barricading of haulage routes by protesters along the Sudan-Egypt 

border is having a real impact on the economy of both countries, with 

livestock exporters admitting that they have lost nearly $1m per day 

since the closure of roads in mid-January.

https://www.middleeasteye.net/

Roiled by 
economic crisis, 
Sudan to float its 
currency

Cash-stripped Sudan has 

announced it will float 

the country's currency 

as economic conditions 

deteriorate further, some four 

months after a military coup 

plunged the African nation into 

further turmoil

https://abcnews.go.com/

Myanmar exports over 710,000 tons 
of beans, pulses in 5 months
The Southeast Asian country announced changing its fiscal 
year (FY) from the original October-September to April-
March beginning 2022-2023, producing the six-month 
interim budget period. "Pulses, beans and sesame seeds 
exported of Myanmar is the second-highest among the 
global counterparts and the highest among the South-East 

Asian countries

http://www.xinhuanet.com/

NANDED: New Experiments In 
Summer Season, First Increase In 
Sesame Area To Increase Yield

Farmers are trying their best to achieve what was not 
possible in the kharif season due to the vagaries of 
nature. So far, there has been an increase in the area 
under summer soybean and gram, but farmers have 
also shifted their focus to oilseed crops, which will 
yield higher yields. Now the farmers of the district were 
cultivating groundnut as oilseed but this year sesame 
cultivation has started flourishing.

Source: https://www.tv9marathi.com/
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The Demand For Traceable And 
Sustainable Food

The demand for traceable and sustainable food supply 
chains is growing. Sustainable supply chain improvements 
can be achieved when parties collaborate. It is to make 
sure that the industry is practicing ethical trading standards 
through sustainable sourcing of the product.

Source: ET

White Region’ reaping from 
new improved sesame seeds

Sesame growers have been called upon to 
consider cultivating high yield seed varieties 
for improved production and earnings. 
Adoption of improved seed varieties will 
enable farmers to transform their lives given 
that the market for the crop is readily available

Source: https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/ 

Analysis - As Rising Prices, Inflation Grip 
Ethiopia, Government to Open Up Retail 
Sector to Foreign Companies

The state minister expressed hope that because the government 
has chosen peace, the domestic security situation is expected to 
improve soon, and that will in return stabilize the market. However, 
he pointed out that because the country's retail market system is 
controlled by a few, it has made the government to rethink about 
bringing rapid reforms. 

Source: https://allafrica.com/
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NEWS

Sesame Emerges as the 
‘ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM’ 
for Bakeries 
Wholesale bakeries face a major 
challenge and potential sanitation 
nightmare now that sesame has been 
named the ninth major allergen, 
requiring it to be declared on food 
labels in the first week of January 2023. 
Specifically, the ramifications of how to 
control and clean pesky sesame seeds on 
high-speed production lines are quickly 
sinking in, even though the looming 
deadline remains months away.

Source: https://www.bakingbusiness.com/

Planting Hope Highlights 
Record 2021 U.S. Retail Sales 
Data for the Plant-Based Foods 
Industry
Planting Hope recently announced the launch of its 
Sesamilk creamers at Natural Products Expo West 
2022, marking its entrance into the high-growth 
plant-based creamer category.

The PBFA Data Set also found 62% or 79 million 
United States households are now buying 
plant-based products, an increase from 61% of 
households in 2020. Increased repeat rates in plant-
based foods across numerous record-breaking 
years illustrate strong consumer commitment and 
interest - the percentage of consumers purchasing 
multiple times within the plant-based category grew 
from 78% in 2020 to 79% in 2021. These trends 
suggest plant-based foods are no longer considered 
"nice to have," but "must-have" items for consumers.

https://finance.yahoo.com/

Sizing 
up Sesame
The potential time and labor to do such 
deep cleaning are major points of concern. 
That downtime is potentially devastating 
in highly efficient bakeries that operate 
just one production line with multiple 
product changeovers each day. Not every 
bakery has the luxury of moving allergen 
production to a dedicated line in a separate 
part of the bakery or to another facility.

https://www.bakingbusiness.com/

Baking startup focuses 
on low carb innovation

The Better Bagel has the net 
carbohydrate equivalent of two 
banana slices, the protein content 
of four eggs and the sugar content 
of one stalk of celery, according 
to the company. In February, the 
brand added an everything bagel, 
topped with organic sesame and 
poppy seeds, garlic and onion.

https://www.bakingbusiness.com/ 
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Sesame - Data & Statistics

Source: China Customs

China Sesame Imports (Quantity in MT)

Country
2021 2022

January February January February

Bangladesh 488 614 846 562

Burkina Faso 195 728 1325 1452

Ethiopia 11,638 20,936 13,382 6270

Gambia 0 323 0 886

India 1487 595 4085 1115

Mali 0 515 1894 3565

Mozambique 4411 947 22,512 9454

Myanmar 18 0 41,460 17,670

Niger/Nigeria 24,395 30,265 18,754 21,647

Pakistan 8331 3544 26,659 2004

Sudan 34,016 21,540 10,388 9283

Tanzania 603 1397 1035 162

Togo 4432 10,480 14,627 19,835

Uganda 1406 905 1409 804

others 1064 96 415 433

Total 92,484 92,883 1,58,790 95,144

China Sesame Imports (Value in USD/ MT)

Country
2021 2022

January February January February

Bangladesh 1117 1408 1013 1118

Burkina Faso 1404 1356 1508 1562

Ethiopia 1480 1508 1728 1711

Gambia - 1331 - 1474

India 1576 1807 1936 1836

Mali - 1350 1570 1539

Mozambique 1072 1183 1416 1445

Myanmar 2056 - 1373 1356

Niger/Nigeria 1115 1153 1522 1555

Pakistan 1262 1200 1497 1491

Sudan 1291 1297 1513 1508

Tanzania 1170 1294 1570 1152

Togo 1334 1348 1505 1532

Uganda 1199 1277 1489 1488

*NA – Not Available
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Japan Sesame Seed Imports (Quantity in  MT)

Country
2021 2022

January February January February
Bolivia 239 174 234 530
Burkina Faso 0 500 569 0
Egypt 193 287 438 320
Ethiopia 188 150 76 72
Guatemala 66 455 0 639
Malawi 0 0 0 448
Mozambique 2567 3061 1346 1937
Myanmar 187 579 411 1057
Nicaragua 206 114 0 0
Nigeria/Niger 3429 1593 2616 4428
Pakistan 107 53 786 677
Paraguay 1237 1018 971 826
Sri Lanka 0 0 664 0
Tanzania 0 0 2042 674
Turkey 213 152 175 0
Others 161 80 313 846
Total 8793 8216 10641 12454

Japan Sesame Seed Imports (Value in USD/ MT)

Country
2021 2022

January February January February

Bolivia 2186 1830 2201 2031

Burkina Faso - 1038 1304 -

Egypt 1746 1725 2122 2074

Ethiopia 1511 1346 1667 1727

Guatemala 2095 1581 - 2029

Malawi - - - 1295

Mozambique 1296 1115 1476 1449

Myanmar 2545 2199 2133 2112

Nicaragua 1487 1481 - -

Nigeria/Niger 1290 1253 1278 1315

Pakistan 1468 1288 1270 1424

Paraguay 1840 2067 2007 1892

Sri Lanka - - 1486 -

Tanzania 1107 - 1308 1354

Turkey 2716 3613 2764 -

others 2574 2243 2238 1772

*NA – Not Available

Source: Ministry of Finance-Japan 
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India Sesame Seed   Export (Quantity in MT)
2021 2022

Country January February January February
Australia 723 480 462 561
Canada 412 462 471 630
China 395 267 385 388
Egypt 354 980 461 468
Germany 231 495 211 208
Greece 130 608 220 555
Indonesia 1032 918 1263 1100
Iraq 387 619 332 388
Israel 877 713 573 653
Korea 4499 7526 2136 468
Malaysia 524 581 779 441
Russia 1253 1519 1080 791
Saudi Arab 112 316 380 819
Taiwan 1129 1334 1511 729
Thailand 400 624 529 447
U S A 2076 2224 1133 1069
UAE 517 957 414 139
Ukraine 176 229 278 226
Others 3656 5027 3293 4741
Total 18,883 25,881 15,911 14,821

India Sesame Seed Export (Value in USD/MT)
2021 2022

Country January February January February
Australia 1743 1707 2102 1960
Canada 1796 1646 2081 2015
China 1772 1985 1870 1778
Egypt 1638 1541 1952 1880
Germany 1602 1514 1897 1974
Greece 1769 1711 2000 2019
Indonesia 1686 1666 1956 1919
Iraq 1602 1582 1928 1832
Israel 1619 1598 1990 1916
Korea 1456 1460 1681 1944
Malaysia 1374 1341 1335 1540
Russia 1636 1606 1935 1897
Saudi Arab 1696 1646 2024 1929
Taiwan 1674 1559 1819 1577
Thailand 1900 1667 1852 1878
U S A 1700 1718 2197 2123
UAE 1644 1588 1910 1869
Ukraine 1705 1616 1872 1900
Others 1540 1643 1480 1880

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry -India
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USA Sesame Seed Import (Quantity in MT) - Jan to Dec 2021

Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total % 
Share 

Argentina 0 0 2 43 0 0 0 0 76 20 99 95 334 0.9
Bolivia 36 0 0 19 0 70 224 57 70 35 0 19 531 1.4
China 56 22 5 18 38 44 49 29 25 57 33 20 396 1.1
Guatemala 368 404 326 389 418 650 659 486 583 490 669 695 6137 17
India 2055 2252 2311 2089 1842 1739 1887 1886 2122 1773 1983 1609 23,548 64
Mexico 130 182 195 41 288 194 120 163 192 86 137 175 1902 5.1
Nicaragua 60 0 60 40 20 80 60 0 0 0 0 0 320 0.9
Nigeria 0 180 36 54 108 18 126 126 18 72 90 108 936 2.5
Pakistan 67 0 63 81 0 37 18 88 0 19 0 48 420 1.1
Paraguay 37 84 98 0 50 19 225 154 122 60 74 174 1096 3
Turkey 98 0 0 37 44 20 1 0 159 21 3 98 482 1.3
Others 79 77 45 41 149 178 142 38 51 31 71 71 973 2.6
Total 2987 3201 3141 2851 2958 3050 3514 3028 3421 2664 3160 3112 37,087 100

USA Sesame Seed Import (USD/MT) -Jan to Dec 2021 
Country Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
 Argentina  -  - 1961 1106  -  -  -  - 1749 1400 1616 1709
 Bolivia 2541  -  - 2579  - 2557 2531 1351 2500 2500  - 2513
 China 2809 3527 3673 2500 2302 2455 3306 4116 3715 3000 2515 3819
 Guatemala 2179 2082 1794 1974 2024 1983 1980 2000 2000 2110 2155 2230
 India 1921 1840 1898 1872 2008 1921 1988 1976 1959 2024 2192 2323
 Mexico 2292 2258 2338 2691 2135 2143 2092 2104 2208 2007 2205 2441
 Nicaragua 3667  - 3667 3650 3650 3663 3667  -  -  -  -  - 
 Nigeria  - 1628 1588 1593 1603 1611 1599 1819 2333 1847 1887 2296
 Pakistan 2611  - 1808 1802  - 1811 1651 1898  - 2486  - 1559
 Paraguay 1838 1964 2523  - 1900 1892 1859 2107 2161 2081 1770 2046
 Turkey 2071  -  - 2590 2701 2832 3333  - 1952 2584 2389 2503

USA Sesame Seed Imports (Qty in MT)-Jan 2022
Country Qty In  MT
Argentina 82
Bolivia 55
China 94
Greece 66
Guatemala 495
India 1529
Mexico 77
Netherlands 55
Paraguay 111
Turkey 61
Others* 173
Total 2802

USA Sesame Seed Imports 
(Value in USD/MT)-Jan 2022

Country  USD/MT
Argentina 1287
Bolivia 2617
China 1953
Greece 2984
Guatemala 2408
India 2332
Mexico 2576
Netherlands 1502
Paraguay 2019
Turkey 2838
Total 2802

Note* includes Pakistan, Egypt, Nigeria, Nicaragua, Canada etc.,
Source: International Trade Commission-United States
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