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Dear Patrons,

Warm greetings from the team Sesameinfo! We are glad to 

come out with this special edition of ‘Sesame World’, coinciding 

with three major global events, viz., Gulfood Manufacturing to 

be held during 8-10 November 2022, Dubai; 11th International 

Conference on Pulses and Oilseeds, 15-16 November 2022, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and the 5th International Conference 

for Oilseeds, 18-19 November 2022, Khartoum, Sudan.  

In this edition, we have covered ‘Global Sesame Markets: 

Trends and Outlook’, presented by eminent speakers during 

WSC in Aug-2022. It elaborates on the global top consuming 

markets and the challenges faced by them.

An exclusive survey done by Mr Monik Vora, Anand Agro Commodities about the Indian 

sesame seed (Kharif - June to Sept) reveals that the sesame crop is likely to be better than 

last year and estimated around 235,000 MT (as of 30 Sept, 2022), subject to changes due to 

unseasonal rains in the major growing states in the first half of October.    

Pakistan, which recently emerged as a key sesame seed exporter, has faced a lot of challenges 

during this season, especially hit by flash floods in Sindh province during the last week of 

August 2022. Despite that, Pakistan’s sesame seed production is likely to be substantially 

higher when compared to the past few year’s production. However, there are concerns about 

the quality of the produce owing to inclement weather.     

Considering the growing trend in sesame value-added products, we have covered the interview 

of an inspirational young woman entrepreneur, Founder of Sirimiri Foods. Also covered in 

this edition is the interview of Nataraj Oil Mills, a seasoned branded player in the edible oil 

segment, who wants more R&D to increase the yield of sesame seeds and more policies to 

grab the attention of various stakeholders. We have also interviewed Unitop SP, a leading 

European Tahini, Halva and sesme bars manufacturer. The company has a rich history of more 

than 100 years.

The current state of logistics and port infrastructure has been well explained by Torq 

Commodities with more emphasis on the trade issues faced by suppliers and exporters from 

sourcing to end-shipment, along with government policies and their advantages.

We thank all the contributors to the magazine and the dedicated sesameinfo team. We 

invite industry participants to share their views on various aspects of the sesame seed 

business, such as crop outlook, emerging consumption trends of sesame seeds, a brief on 

modern processing infrastructure, and so on. Kindly write to Venkat@eventellglobal.com 

or consulting@eventellglobal.com or call Mr Venkat at +91 9686642606 or Mr Karthick SS 

at +91 9513333926 if choose to contribute. 

Happy reading!

Best Wishes,

Venkatraman S
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Mr Stanley Nnamdi Edom
Managing Director, Globexia Limited, Nigeria

Globexia Narrates Nigeria 

Sesame Success Story

About Globexia
Globexia Limited is an international 
trading firm that exports agricultural 
products   and solid minerals from 
Nigeria to buyers located all across 
the world. We trade commodities 
like sesame seeds, cashew, ginger, 
tiger nuts. mica, talcum, lithium 
ores and much more. 

Progress of the Nigerian 
Sesame seed Crop
Nigerian sesame seed harvests 
have started in August in the 
Taraba State region. It has 
continued in many other parts like 
Nasarawa, Kaduna, Bauchi, and 
more. But almost all regions will 
go into full harvest by November/

December because that’s when 
the dry season would have fully set 
in. Currently, in October, new crops 
are being harvested and exported. 

Japan buys a lot of quantities 
from Nigeria, follows strict food 
safety parameters. From where 
do you source raw material 
(which region suits) to meet 
their standards?
We generally source sesame 
seeds from the northern part of 
Nigeria and process the crop to 
export standards within the same 
area. This enables us to manage 
quality close to the source, and 
reduce the overall costs of logistics 
and warehousing by buying and 
storing in warehouses around the 
harvesting communities. Different 
regions have different quality 
standards, but generally, Nigeria 
produces great-quality sesame 
seeds in all regions. We just ensure 
that the products we procure for 
trade are of great quality and are 
processed using international 
standards. 

Nigerian sesame is grown in 
the regions of Kano, Jigawa, 
Nassarawa, Benue, Taraba, etc. 
Please provide a split up of 
various grades or specifications 
of sesame   seed grown in the 
above regions
The qualities from all regions are 
closely similar except that Taraba’s 
sesame seeds usually has the 
highest moisture content and also 
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the lowest quality overall, causing 
its price to fall. Bauchi & Maiduguri 
usually have the best qualities, 
especially for clients who want to 
purchase sesame seeds for the 
production of Tahini or sweets. But 
for solely the extraction of oils, the 
quality of the sesame seeds in the 
country is good overall. 

Number of hulling plants that are 
currently operational in Nigeria 
and their hulling capacity
An exact number cannot be 
estimated, but there are very few 
hulling plants in Nigeria. What’s 
more abundant are cleaning 
centers that now use advanced 
machines to clean the sesame 
seeds to international standard 
purity levels of between 98% and 
99%+ qualities. 

About their plans to foray in to 
hulling business 
We plan to establish to hulling 
plant in the near future because we 
intend to enter the European and 

American markets within the next 
24 months. 

About their top export   
destinations
Our top export destinations are 
Asia and North Africa  

About the port scenario, avail-
ability of containers, duration of 
loading/unloading vessel at the 
port, infrastructure in the port 
and transit time to the major 
destination where you export 
the most
There are far more containers than 
required in Nigeria because the 
country is a top import destination 
for all kinds of commodities. 
Containers, in essence, are never 
scarce in Nigeria. But the shipping 
timeline has remained long through 
the years. A container could be 
on the Apapa port queue for over 
a month, and after it crosses the 
port gate, could remain in the port 
for a month until a vessel arrives 
to transport it to its intended 

destination. But with the imminent 
launch of the Lekki Deep Seaport 
and the growing popularity of 
the Onne port, the timelines are 
expected to drop by 50 percent in 
the next year.

Sesame Seeds Improve 
Immunity
Sesame seeds can help you 
in building your immunity with 
it. For instance, sesame seeds 
have an excellent amount of 
zinc, and their consumption can 
help develop and activate T-lym-
phocytes, part of the body’s 
immune system. 

https://www.healthifyme.com
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Mr Mahesh Raja Manglani
Director Commercial, Mast Qalander Group, Pakistan

Pakistan Sesame Crop Seen Bountiful  

inspite of Inclement Weather 

Sesame seeds are commonly pro-
duced to get oil essentials. It grows 
in about 70 countries in the world. 
In Pakistan, it grows in about 65 
districts as irrigated as well as a 
rain crop. It grows in the province 
of Punjab, Sindh, NWFP, and Bal-
uchistan. Sesame is known as an 
oilseed crop. Besides its high con-
tent of protein, which is up to 22%, 

it is also known as one of the finest 
oil crops. It has an oil content that 
ranges from 50 to 58%. Sesame is 
a crop that is cultivated in hot, dry 
climates and produces oil and pro-
tein-rich seeds.

In addition to raw food purposes, 
sesame seeds are used in differ-
ent sweets and bakery products 

as well. Due to its fragrant smell, 
it is also an essential ingredient 
in soaps, perfumes, vegetable oil, 
and carbon paper as well. It is an 
ancient conventional oilseed crop. 
Being sesame seed suppliers, we 
know its worth in the international 
market. 

Potential areas for sesame cultiva-
tion in Pakistan are Gujrat, Sialkot, 
Gujranwala, Attock, Bhakkar, Fais-
alabad in Punjab, Tharparkar/Dadu 
and Hyderabad in Sindh, Kohat and 
D.I. Khan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Naseerabad, Lesbela in Baluch-
istan and many others.

Recently, we have seen the shift 
from farmi sesame seeds to hybrid 
sesame seeds in the Punjab region. 
In 2021, the total sesame seeds 
production was around 125,000 
MTs and above, the exports were 
100,000 MTs, local and border 
trader was roughly around 56,000 
MTs, and carry forward from the 
year 2020 was 18,000 MTs.

During 2022-2023, sesame seeds 
have gone through a lot of chal-
lenges. Like every year, the pro-
duction is increasing a lot with the 
demand.

As per the initial survey report and 
analysis in the month of July 2022, 
the overall sesame seeds crop was 
expected to be around 200,000+ 
MTs, from Punjab and Sindh Re-
gion. This year, there have been 
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several challenges that occurred 
before, during, and after the har-
vesting period. Such as excessive 
heat waves and harsh weather 
during the period of irrigation. How-
ever, there have been adequate 
rains in the month of July but due 
to change in weather globally, it has 
affected the weather in Pakistan as 
well; the continuous two spells in 
the month of August have resulted 
in flooding and drowned 90% of the 
agricultural crop in Sindh, and 30% 
in Punjab. 

As compared to last, the yield of 
hybrid and farmi sesame seed this 
year is relatively very low, around 
5-6 mounds (1 mound = 40kg in 
Pakistan), or 200kg per acre due 
to aforesaid reasons above. So far, 

the Sindh region crop is complete-
ly flooded away, the early harvests 
of hybrid and farmi sesame seeds 
during the month of August have 
been affected in the Punjab region 
due to heavy rain, and the dam-
aged quality would be in the region 
of 25 and 30%. However, the qual-
ity of early September harvested 
seeds of hybrid is good.

Local consumption is increasing 
every year. More and more people 
are now adapting sesame seeds 
locally. Now, the demand from hull-
ing factories is also high. The bor-
der trade is also increasing and the 
demand from various destinations 
is also good. The main export des-
tination includes China, Vietnam, 
Korea, and Europe. 

Only around 4500 MTs were ex-
ported in the month of August, the 
main reason being late and slow 
arrivals due to the disrupted weath-
er and harvesting. In the coming 
months, I believe the exports will 
be 70,000-80,000 MTs only. The 
price range will remain in the region 
of 1500$ and 1600$ per ton for 
hybrid and 1400-1500$ for farmi. 
The demand for sortexed sesame 
seeds is very less.

The freight rates have started de-
clining, and the easy availability of 
containers will improve shipping 
time. However, the local inflation in 
Pakistan will affect the cost of pro-
duction.
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Vijaya Rajan - Inspirational Woman Entrepreneur
in the Sesame Value Chain 

Mrs Vijaya Rajan

Founder, Sirimiri Foods, India

Journey of Sirimiri Foods
Sirimiri Nutrition Food Products 
was established in 2018 with the 
goal of producing simple protein 
or nutrition bars (including fibre, 
protein, flavour and sweetener). To 
avoid the intake of chemicals that 
are not necessary for daily use like 

added substitutes, replacements, 
stabilisers, emulsifiers, and the like, 
I consequently began blending in-
gredients with household products. 
My sports-related acquaintances 
started purchasing the product and 
reported positive outcomes with no 
negative effects.

From a Household Product 
(Kitchen) to the Factory 
Anyone who wishes to start from 
scratch without prior company ex-
perience would find it difficult. Ini-
tially, I made a lot of mistakes due 
to a lack of business experience; 
however, they taught me far more 
success going forward. It took four 
years to start from scratch to get 
here. We began our journey with 
Big Basket. They contacted us due 
to the high calibre of our goods. 
They are a great organisation to 
work with and are helpful to small 
business owners. 

Commodities (Products) Manu-
factured
We are currently operating with 35 
SKUs; SKUs stand for different cat-
egories. The main category is pro-
tein bars, which include four types 
and come in 20gm (65gm Bar size 
consumption size). Probiotic pro-
tein bars, one of which is made in 
India. I don’t believe this protein and 
probiotic bar combination has been 
introduced anywhere in the world 
as of yet. Then comes nutrition bars 
with nuts, seeds, grains, and millet, 
as well as protein and fibre derived 
from those organic ingredients. We 
also provide jaggery-based chikkis 
(without sugar or glucose), which 
comes in four varieties (tradition-
al, sesame, ground, and choco-
late-cocoa paste based) with no 
preservatives.
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We offer six types of muesli, each 
with a unique mix of almonds, rai-
sins, pumpkin, cranberries, nuts, 
seeds, and dried fruits. We at-
tempted to integrate millet from our 
native region in at least one form for 
each of our 35 SKUs, including pro-
tein bars. It’s an initiative to provide 
some assistance to the farmers.

Sesame as a Main Ingredient
Three of our products have sesa-
me as a primary ingredient; hulled 
sesame is also a key component in 
one of our nutrition bars called Fi-
gen Flax. Out of our eight nutrition 
bars, the Figen Flax bar is our flag-
ship product. It has natural flavours 
(cardamom, cinnamon, and clove) 
and this product is in high demand 

due to its authentic flavour and 
aroma of roasted sesame. Sesa-
me chikki is another appreciated 
product, which has been launched 
recently.

Purchase Volume of Sesame 
and form of Purchase
We purchase about three MT of 
Sesame seeds (in two months). It’s 
expanding as we are doing more 
business in the retail markets of 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Karnataka. 

Supply Chain in e-commerce 
Platform
When we first started, we directly 
contacted the e-commerce plat-
form Amazon. Our initial platform 
was www.amazon.in. We gradu-
ally started receiving orders and 
then, we listed them on Big Basket. 
E-commerce has the advantage 
of being simple to understand for 
those with little prior experience, 
and anyone can sell things from 
any place. Increased visibility, no 
listing charge, and no requirement 
for sales and distribution or adver-
tising. One can briefly explain their 
product by submitting videos.

Constraints in e-commerce
At the moment, when my product 
leaves my factory gate for distribu-
tion to more than ten DCs, I don’t 
have control over that, so logistics 
partners employ people who take 
the product to the destination, so 
99% of them have proper people 
to do the same with e-commerce. 
However, in the middle, there are 
people who lack good moral val-
ues. Another issue is that one can-
not sell a single product but must 
sell in the bulk of at least 250gm is 
viable, as it includes shipping.
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World Sesame Conference 2022

Coverage (Part 2)

Global Sesame Markets: Trends and 
Outlook 

Moderator: Mr Jay Chandrana
CEO, Dhaval Agri Exports LLP, India

Japan Sesame Market Trend  
Mr Taichi Abe, Team Leader 
Mitsui & CO. LTD, Japan

• In 2021, Japan imported 151,000 MT, of which 
70% was used for crushing and 30% was utilized 
for edible purposes, a decrease of 26% compared 
to the previous year.

• From January to June 2022, Japan imported 
95,000MT, up 44% compared to the same period 
in 2021; However, Japanese edible players have 
skipped their purchases in Central and South 
America due to higher prices like Paraguay and 
Guatemala.

• According to Mitsui, overall imports are anticipat-
ed to reach 182,424MT in 2022. (Based on the 

average quantity in the last five years).
• Although Japanese sesame players believe it is 

unwise to buy at the moment due to the compara-
tively high costs of sesame seeds and the depre-
ciation of the Japanese Yen, they are constantly 
buying due to the demand for sesame in Japan.

• African suppliers are preferred by Japanese 
crushers (Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Tanzania, Mo-
zambique, and Uganda). Most sellers prefer to 
supply Nigerian sesame seeds because of the 
lower price. Unless Japan changes this way of 
purchase, the current situation where Japan heav-
ily relies on Nigeria will not change.

• Japan has bought from Paraguay, Guatemala, 
Ethiopia, and Mozambique. However, the price 
of Paraguay and Guatemala was high, and there 
was not enough cargo from Ethiopia. Therefore, 
Japan has no choice but to rely on Mozam-
bique. Japan has tried new supply sources like 
Pakistan but faced many quality issues. Cur-
rently, it’s not easy to switch to a new source. 

Challenges Faced by Japan
Japan is stringent on agrichemical residue. Therefore, 
in addition to Japanese government testing, each trad-
ing house and the sesame-related company voluntarily 
does agrichemical testing at the time of arrival before 
import to Japan to confirm its safety. The number of 
detections has been increasing dramatically, especial-
ly over the last three years. From this circumstance, 
the Sesame Importers Committee of the Japan Oil & 
Fat Importers & Exporters Association issued a letter 
regarding increasing pesticide residue to each coun-
try’s embassy and stakeholders.

Our request to suppliers: i) To educate farmers and 
local traders on how to use pesticides correctly; ii) To 
pay more attention to quality control; iii) To educate 
farmers not to mix color seeds (seeds for sowing) with 
the harvest; iv) To use while plain PP bag and v) To try 
to get free time for demurrage and detention as much 
as possible and use clean containers.
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• Rasagra has a Sesame and Tahini facility located 
in Mersin, South of Turkey. Almost all of the ses-
ame imports in Turkey are organized through the 
port city of Mersin, where our facility is located. 
From there, it is distributed within Turkey and all 
over the world.

• Daily Capacity of 50MT of Tahini Production, 
100MT of Capacity of sesame Hulling in Turkey, 
25 MT of tahini capacity in Oklahoma, USA.

• Rasagra export is almost 7,000MT of Tahini an-
nually.

• We expect to open our third facility in the Middle 
East in 2023.

• Turkey, the second largest importer after China 
in 2021, has imported 185,000 MT of sesame 
seeds, of which 60% is used for the tahini sector 
and 40% for the Simit and bakery sectors.

• In 2021, approximately 75% of total imported ses-
ame is from Chad, Nigeria and Sudan. Carry for-
ward stock from 2021 to 2022 is approximately 
about 35,000MT. Prices have increased consider-
ably of late due to a lack of stock.

• Challenges faced by Turkey: In 2022, the logis-
tic problem continued, which started during the 
early covid pandemic. The oil crisis started after 
the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war early this 
year. All of these have impacted a sharp spike in 
transportation prices.

• Increasing sesame prices along with Turkey’s eco-
nomic troubles. Turkey’s imports reduced to al-
most 30% (up to July 2022) from the same period 
in 2021.

• The Central Bank of Turkey estimates that the 
year’s end dollar is an expectation of around 19 
TL, although the free-market expectation is over 
21 TL. The significant disparity in the dollar ex-

Importance of Sesame in the Middle East
Sesame is used to prepare Tahini / Hummus, Usage 
in confectionery, Halva, and other sweets.

Challenges in the Middle East
Political problems in Lebanon/Syria, transit business, 
stopped from Saudi Arabia to Yemen, sanctions on 
Iran, high freight rates, and current stock levels.

Overview of Egypt
The local crop is expected to be around 35,000 to 
40,000MT. The import quantity is approximately 
50,000 MT. Sesame is mainly used in the form of tahini 
and halva. Sudan/Egypt border trade; transit business 
for natural and processed sesame seeds. 

Overview of Turkey
The imported quantity of sesame into Turkey is about 
200,000MT. Sesame is mainly consumed in the form of 
tahini, halva, and confectionery. Sudan (Non-Gedaref) 
and Tchad have become the most popular sesame in 
Turkey. There is a considerable increase in the export 
of hulled sesame to Europe. Currency fluctuations and 
current stock levels have to be watched out carefully.

change rate from 2021 will impact negatively on 
consumption, as it will result in a drop in the pur-
chasing power of the people.

Global Sesame Markets: Trends and 
Outlook (Middle East), Mr KS Prakash, 
Director, Hakan Foods DMCC, Dubai, 
UAE

 Consumption of Sesame in the Middle East

Country Quantity (MT)

Jordan 40,000

Lebanon 30,000

Saudi Arabia 40,000

Others 50,000

Total 160,000

Sesame Seed Market in Turkey,  
Ms Elif Narin, Rasagra GIDA, Turkey
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Experts predict a 30 to 50% decline in China’s new season production in 2022, but few believe it won’t 
be so much as yield is better despite the reduction in the planting area. This year (2022), the anticipated 
production is around 100,000MT. However, Chinese production has continued to decline for several 
years and is mostly dependent on Imports.

China Sesame Seed Imp/Exp Analysis 
& Forecast, Ms Jessica Chan, Director, 
Global Agriculture Info Group (GAIG), 
China

China Sesame Annual Production

China Origin Production

  Sesame Seed Import - China (2015-2022)                                                                         Unit: MT                              

Country 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 (up to 
Jun 2022)

Niger 85,270 130,211 104,652 141,814 155,767 177,641 297,800 168,864

Sudan 92,629 114,551 181,633 254,935 171,131 231,131 148,700 117,119

Togo 131,615 97,908 44,781 101,227 109,129 112,178 165,000 108,547

Myanmar 6,957 6,155 8,219 7,524 7,967 455 65,800 93,587

Mozambique 47,702 34,536 35,093 52,617 78,675 103,050 65,800 48,882

Ethiopia 187,227 300,965 209,528 160,945 112,470 146,102 121,200 38,585

Pakistan 5,191 1,203 3,337 3,024 2,734 9,341 92,500 33,922

Mali 18,563 87,562 25,688 17,723 39,736 52,300 37,700 17,512

Burkina Faso 5,236 187 0 57 57 1,700 13,800 16,435

Uganda 34,061 12,179 7,061 13,558 9,188 15,080 12,500 10,928

India 16,318 5,999 6,815 6,608 979 7,013 15,500 10,146

Senegal 8,380 7,313 2,611 2,445 2,201 1,511 3,300 3,271

Bangladesh 12,732 7,893 7232 2,479 5,461 6,467 5,000 2,685

Tanzania 106,306 107,895 69135 57,749 108,861 139,873 110,500 1,914

Nigeria 5,065 1,418 1,256 2,204 3,499 3,741 4,700 489

Somalia 13,381 6,525 720 1,206 2,446 735 2,900 0

Others 29,294 10,635 5,163 1,764 2,285 7,691 11,645 5,194

Total 805,927 933,085 712,924 827,879 812,586 1,016,009 1,174,345 678,080
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China Import Volume and Price during 2020 to 2022

Source: www.globalaginfo.com

Country
Oct 2021 - Jun 2022                               Oct 2020 - Jun 2021

Imports Unit Price Imports Unit Price

Niger 177,272 ↓ 1,496 272,406 1,203

Myanmar 153,142 ↑ 1,339 150 1,926

Sudan 122,985 1,512 139,995 1,263

Togo 111,593 1,507 145,686 1,324

Pakistan 9,3951 ↑ 1,398 37,586 1,212

Mozambique 87,431 1,406 67,986 1,085

Ethiopia 56,977 1,660 100,681 1,456

Tanzania 35,375 1,359 45,110 1,069

Mali 19,453 1,502 29,061 1,318

India 18,459 ↑ 1,872 6,685 1,571

Burkina Faso 17,544 1,484 10,196 1,322

Uganda 11,042 1,474 13,823 1,207

Bangladesh 5,066 1,093 2,956 1,272

Senegal 3,799 1,289 2,281 1,209

Gambia 2,834 1,459 4,200 1,283

Bolivia 2,578 1,936 1,637 1,660

Nigeria 1,938 1,082 2,637 1,051

Thailand 520 1,818 - -

Paraguay 491 1,893 519 1,669

Somalia 473 1,372 1,285 1,101

Others 659 2,170 2,032 1,437

Total 923,583 1,465 886,913 1,255
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China Trade Yearly Supply & Demand 
Forecast

Sesame Trade Year 
(TY) statistics on 
Oct/Sept years

2021/22

Unit: 10K June July Changes

Beginning Stock 36 36 0

Production 45 45 0

TY Imports 128 125 -3

Total supply 209 206 -3

Crush 93 96 +3

Edible 79 79 0

Other 1 0.5 +0.5

TY Exports 4.5 4.5 0

Total Demand 177.5 180 +2.5

Ending Stock 31.5 26 -5.5

Our Views
The weak demand factors: 
The Currency; COVID; Economy; High inventory; 
Shipping; Trade protection; 

Two significant issues influencing production and op-
eration are the pandemic and high temperatures, par-
ticularly since the disease has a significant influence 
on China’s service, catering, and tourism businesses. 
The exchange rate has increased costs, and almost 
all traders operate at small profits or near losses. It 
limits the expectation of purchasing and consumption. 
We believe the market and prices will be weak in the 

Israel’s imports are anticipated to reach 80,000MT 
in 2023 due to the country’s expanding economy 
and food sector. In addition to the growth in 
demand, Israel is one with largest Tahina and 
Hummus factories.

Country of Origin Sesame Import to Israel

102 M $ E-119 M $

coming half year if the domestic pandemic is repeated.
People in China are more and more focused on good 
quality cargoes. Many good suppliers have formed 
their brands, which are well accepted by the Chinese 
market even though prices are higher than usual.  

Sesame Trends in Israel, Mr Yaniv Tal, CFO & 
Head of Sesame Unit, B.S.D-Crown Ltd., G. Willi 
Food International Ltd, Israel
G.Willi Food International is a prominent sesame trad-
er with more than 20,000MT sesame traded annually 
and has been leading Israeli food Importers to Israel 
for over 25 years.
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Sesame Requirement by Tahina Manufacturers 
in Israel
Sweet Sesame, min 50% oil content, max 1.5% 
Admixture, 99% purity

Egyptian Sesame Import & Export

Even Turkey started to import from Egypt due to 
logistical problems from Sudan.

http://www.sesameconference.com/programme.html

Egyptian Sesame Market Trends, Mr Ghazwan 
Mousallati, CEO, Leno Gulf, UAE

Egypt
Source of Sesame
Local Plantation - >40,000MT
Imports              - >70,000MT

Egyptian Sesame Trends in Consumption

Sesame consumption in Egypt was around 
30,000MT. In the coming years, we will see an 
increase in local consumption. Moreover, Egypt 
has an advantage in terms of its geographical 
location and its proximity to Sudan and the 
Middle East. Good access to port facilities, as 
there are at least 16 active ports; road transport 
from Egypt to Africa and to the Middle East will 
add further ease of trade. 

Challenges
 ¾ High Freight Rates
 ¾ No Competition from Shipping Companies
 ¾ Unstable Shipping Companies
 ¾ Ports in Israel: In the past, there were only two 

Ports, which was problematic as the ship was 
waiting at the port to load; however, this year, we 
have two more ports; one is located in Haifa (built 
by Chinese). Overall, at present, there are four 
ports in Israel.

 ¾ No direct Shipping route from Sudan to Israel; as 
a result importing through Mersin/Egypt port is ex-
pensive.

 ¾ Dollar increases against the local currency
 ¾ Inflation in Israel
 ¾ Political issues- Sudan-Israel
 ¾ Custom issues

The major reason for importing from these countries 
is mainly for tahina Industry; tahina makers prefer 
sesame from Ethiopia (Humera) and Sudan (Gedaref), 
which is sweet in taste. Indian Sesame is imported for 
bakeries. Others include Chad, Egypt, Burkina Faso, 
Benin, Togo, and Uganda. From South America, most 
of the imports were from Brazil; however, imports are 
down this year from Brazil due to high freight rates.

Note: Special Address of World Sesame 
Conference-2022 will be covered in the next issue.



Chickpeas Lentils Peas Split Pigeon Peas Split Lentils
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Unitop SP 
100-Years History in Manufacturing Sesame 

Value-Added Products

Brief about your company and 
the product portfolio
Our company has a 100-year his-
tory of producing end-consumable 
products of sesame seeds, such as 
sesame bars and wide other variet-
ies of halva products. We are one of 
the Polish market’s most prominent 
manufacturers in this segment and 
also a leading player in the Europe-
an Union. Our company is highly 
quality-conscious with a vision to 
deliver “the Best Final Products” to 
our customers. 

What is the consumption trend 
of Tahini, Halva and Sesame 
bars in Europe, and how big is 
the market?
This is an exciting market. Today, 
tahini and other items are popular 
and widely consumed in Arabic 
countries. But now, these products 
are attracting European markets as 
well. The preference of consumers 
in Europe towards these products 
is surging, which means people 
are gaining knowledge about these 
products, which is a good thing. 

And, of course, sesame has a lot of 
good nutritional benefits. It is excit-
ing to see the increasing number of 
final products where sesame seed 
is crucial raw material. 

Where do you source sesame 
seeds, and how do you ensure 
consistency in the quality of the 
raw material?
Two years ago, we used to buy 
natural sesame seeds from African 
countries and India. There were 
challenges in quality, such as Sal-
monella, when importing natural 
sesame seeds. So, our company 
has decided to import hulled ses-
ame seeds. We have also installed 
certain facilities for quality checks 
with a well-equipped laboratory. 
Also, we have the required clean-
ing and sorting facility wherein the 
imported raw material is cleaned/
sorted further before entering the 
final-product production line. We 
trust our suppliers; we always buy 
the best quality sesame seeds. 

Tell us about your experience at 
the World Sesame Conference 
2022
For the first time, I’m attending this 
conference exclusively on sesame 
seeds. It is worth being here, and 
I have excellent networking oppor-
tunities with various market players 
across the countries. Thank you for 
this opportunity!

Sesameinfo Team had an Exclusive interview with

Mr Kamil Adamek, Procurement Manager, Unitop SP, Poland
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Nataraj Oil Mills 
A South Indian Brand having  
Prominent Presence in USA

Journey of Nataraj Oil Mills
We have been in this business for 
generations since 1992, initially 
milling sesame oil; later, we ex-
panded into milling groundnut oil, 
sunflower oil, and even palm olein. 
Generally, we import and distribute 
in India. In addition to that, we mill 
pulses (split and retail). We have 
over thirty years of experience in 
this field, and our registered office 
and factory are based in Madurai. 

“Anjali” is our major brand name, 
and Sesame oil is our bread and 
butter.

Source of Raw Material and Bal-
ancing Quality 
We procure sesame raw materials 
throughout India. We don’t restrict 
according to the sesame seed’s 
colour. We give special attention to 
FFA, and the main focus is on the 
colour and aroma of sesame oil. 

We maintain colour, but the aro-
ma is far more important; however, 
we don’t prefer darker colours. We 
desire some to be at around nine 
to ten (measured colour size). We 
have an in-house lab, and analy-
sis will be performed in batches. 
We have a system to track, start-
ing from raw materials to our fin-
ished product, so for every batch 
we make and distribute, we have a 
track record of the batch that we 
process. 

Difference between Cold-
pressed Oil and Traditionally 
Grounded Oil 
One of the oldest oils known by 
mankind is sesame oil. We found 
that there is traceability in sesame 
to most civilisations, but it is em-
ployed for its medicinal properties. 
From my childhood, I witnessed 
the initial process of grinding ses-
ame seeds, known as “Kani” in 
Hindi (bullock carts spins that are 
produced made of wood and also 
stone). This process has been 
stopped as working with wood is 
challenging. In this, productivity is 
also less than two bags per day, 
and one Kani requires a minimum 
of eight bulls. 

We didn’t feel at ease handling 
wood. We found that wood con-
sumes oil and that when it does, 
the contamination of the oil is sig-
nificantly increased due to the ad-
dition of moisture to the wood. We 
also noticed the termite problem 

Sesameinfo Team had an Exclusive interview with

Mr Senthilnathan Natarajan Chairman and Managing  

Director (MD), Nataraj Oil Mills Pvt Ltd, India 
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and, during the winter, poisonous 
mushrooms growing on wood. Ex-
panding the industry on a volume 
basis is challenging as it is not a 
hygienic procedure, and there are 
also problems with the stone. We 
transitioned from Kani into small 
Kanis, generally called rotaries in 
the domestic market, which can 
produce superior quality. However, 
we could not scale up from this ma-
chine for a long way, so expellers 
were being used for milling. This is 
the process of the traditional meth-
od done in India.

Pre-cleaning and its Influence 
on Oil Quality
Before crushing, we must go 
through the entire cleaning process 
first. Avoiding the Kani process is 
that water is added during crush-
ing; the quality criteria are not jus-
tified by adding water. In contrast, 
even though it is labelled as a “cold 
press,” pressing generates heat 
(50 degrees Celsius) through fric-
tion. Unless it reaches the smoking 
point, there are no worries of dam-
age to nutrition.

About their Exports
We ship our products international-
ly to various nations, but our major 
export destination is the USA. We 
hold an FDA license over there and 
supply frequently.

Commodities other than  
Sesame 
We produce groundnut and coco-
nut oils and import crude and sun-
flower oil from Argentina, Russia, 
and Ukraine. We refine it in Chen-
nai and then pack and distribute it. 
We do it frequently; however, due 
to geopolitical unrest, we cut back 
on our sunflower purchases, as 
Ukraine accounts for most of our 
imports.

On their Dealing with Russia 
and Ukraine
It is not a problem. We didn’t direct-
ly deal with Russians even before 
the conflict. Europeans carry out 
the majority of the transactions.

About their Pulses and Spices 
Milling
We have pulses milling also. We are 
doing toor dal, moong dal, and we 
will do black gram. Not interested 
in spices much, mostly dealing in 
pulses.

India’s Consumption of Sesame 
Oil 
India is dependent mainly on edible 
oil; 70% of India’s consumption de-
pends on overseas, and the signif-
icant oil imported into the country 
is soyabean oil, sunflower oil and 
palm oil. In my opinion, sesame oil, 
on the other hand, is not acknowl-
edged by these oilseed markets. 
Initially, major consumption comes 
from South India though it is con-
sumed in almost all parts of India. 
The quantum is significantly less 
compared to South India. On the 
other hand, we claim that sesame 
oil is consumed in almost all coun-
tries worldwide.

Cold pressed sesame oil is the type 
of oil we manufacture in India. Ses-
ame oil is consumed worldwide, 
from China to Japan, but it is known 
as roasted sesame oil (raw materi-
al after pre-cleaning, roasted, and 
then converted into oil). The oil we 
produce is of golden yellow colour. 
Not just sesame oil, but all edible 
oils require special exclusivity. In 
my opinion, the government needs 
to have a distinct long-term vision.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to point out that we need a federa-
tion solely dedicated to sesame, or 
at the very least, that we should call 
the organisation the Sesame Board 
or Sesame Federation. We also 
need to emphasise improving the 
quality of sesame seeds and pro-
moting the consumption of sesame 
oil. Compared to other edible oil 
seeds, the per capita yield of ses-
ame seeds per ha is relatively low. 
Therefore, we must concentrate on 
this and increase the quality and 
volume, and we need to engage 
in some R&D. Without a scientific 
method, we cannot do more in ag-
ricultural sesame seeds. As an or-
ganisation, producers, millers, and 
exporters, we should initiate and 
ask the government for its policies.



Photos - World Sesame Conference 2022 (Part-2)
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Indian Sesame Seed – Kharif Season (June to Sept)

The 2022 Field Survey Findings are Out Now!

Mr Monik Vora 

Anand Agro Commodities, India

Primary survey done by

“An exclusive field survey has been conducted recently by Mr Monik Vora, Anand Agro Commodities, 
Gujarat, India. The survey has been undertaken for seven days, covering 3600 KM across the major States. 
This article is complemented by in-house research done by Mr Karthick SS, Senior Business Consultant, 
Sesameinfo.in”

Sesame seed sowing updates
India produces white, black and brown sesame seeds. 
The highlighted States are Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, which predominantly 
grow white sesame seeds. Of the average annual pro-
duction of close to 700 thousand MT, volume from the 
Kharif season accounts for about 25 to 35 per cent. 
The survey has been undertaken in the States above. 

As per the statistics from the Indian Ministry of Agricul-
ture, the area under sesame seed in the country as on 
30 September 2022 stood at 1.346 million hectares 
(13.46 lakh hectares), a slight increase of 0.7 per cent 
compared to last year.

Sesame seed sowing in the four vital states started 
in the second week of July 2022 and continued till 
the fourth week of August 2022. The total area in the 
States above accounted for about 1.124 million hect-
ares (11.24 lakh hectares), 84 per cent of the coun-
try’s total.
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Mr Karthick SS 

Senior Business Consultant, Sesameinfo.in

In-house research and the 
article curated by

October rainfall spikes, raising concern on yield
As we all know, sesame seed is a less water-intensive 
crop. But, a downpour during the harvest causes 
a significant yield drop. In 2021, Kharif season 
sesame seed production dipped sharply due to heavy 
downpours during harvest despite the area being 
close to a three-year average. 

The key sesame-growing districts of Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan witnessed heavy 
downpours during the second week of Oct 2022, 
which may impact the expected volume and quality of 
the crop. But still, it’s a wait-and-watch mode. 

Area in Hectares (as of 30th September 2022)

State 2022 2021 % Change Normal area (3-
year average)

% Normal area 
covered in 2022

Uttar Pradesh 4,01,000 4,10,000 -2.2% 4,06,500 99%

Madhya Pradesh 3,89,000 3,09,000 25.9% 3,20,000 122%

Rajasthan 2,65,000 2,85,000 -7.0% 2,86,500 92%

Gujarat 69,000 1,00,000 -31.0% 1,22,000 57%

Others 2,22,000 2,33,000 -4.7% 2,47,000 90%

Grand Total 13,46,000 13,37,000 0.7% 13,82,000 97%

Source: Indian Ministry of Agriculture
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Output from the field survey – as of 30th September 2022

State
Surveyed 
locations

Height of 
the plant 

(in ft)

No: of pods per 
plant

Status of harvest (as of 24,25 Sept 
2022)

Rajasthan

Lalshot 4-5.5 50-70 Harvest delayed due to rain

Gangapur city 4-6 50-80 80-90% completed

Hindaun city 4-5.5 50-80 80-90% completed

Sujangadh 3-4.5 50-80 Not started

Nagaur 3-4.5 50-80 Not started

Jodhpur 3-4.5 50-80 Not started

Uttar 
Pradesh

Mahoba 2-4 20-40 20% completed

Sitapur 4-5 40-60 Not started

Hardoi 4-5 40-60 Not started

Madhoganj 4-5 40-60 Not started

Jalalabad 3-4 20-50 Not started

Madhya 
Pradesh

Chhatarpur 2-4 20-40 50% completed

Rajnagar 2-4 20-40 50% completed

Banda 2-4 20-40 30% completed
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Survey estimates as on 30 September 2022

White sesame seed
Yield levels are expected to decline due to rainfall 
during harvest. Due to the same, the quality of the 
material is also a concern. Expected white sesame 
seed production ~50,000 MT

Brown/Black sesame seed
No significant issues are seen due to weather, hence 
no negative impact on volume and quality.
Expected brown/black sesame seed production 
~35,000 MT
Total production ~85,000 MT

Uttar Pradesh grows white sesame  
predominantly
The State witnessed below-normal rainfall during the 
southwest monsoon, a favourable factor for sesame 
seed farmers.
The crop condition/standing crop reported good 
health.
However, recent rainfall during harvest may create 
concern about yield.

Total expected production ~70,000 MT

Madhya Pradesh; a white sesame seed belt
Sowing in some areas/locations has almost doubled 
as Menthol and Urad farmers shifted to sesame seed 
this season. 

Rainfall from 20 to 24 September impacted the yield 
and quality of the crop.

Total expected production ~65,000

Field survey estimates: The expected production for the current Kharif season is approximately 
2,35,000 MT (Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat), compared to 1,50,000 MT 
in Kharif 2021. The estimate is as of 30th September 2022. Rainfall in October needs to be watched, 
which is a crucial factor.

Disclaimer: The above findings and views are for information purposes only. Anand Agro Commodities 
and Sesameinfo.in will not be responsible for any losses incurred by any party, either directly or indirectly, 
based on the research results. However, we have presented the best of our knowledge.
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Trade Challenges Faced by  
Suppliers/Exporters from Sourcing to End Shipment

Mr Mahesh Paliath 

Senior Executive, Torq Commodities

The trade challenges being 
faced by the suppliers/ex-
porters right from sourcing to 
end-shipment
Sesame, the oldest oil crop in the 
world, has adapted to the tropics 
and subtropics on every continent. 
For example, Sesame cultivation 
is becoming increasingly signifi-
cant to Burkina Faso’s economy 
in terms of the jobs it produces, 
the income it generates, and the 
efficiency with which wealth is dis-
tributed among the participants. 
Thus, the sesame industry is a reli-
able source of revenue for traders, 

farmers, and processors.

Sesame is an easy-to-grow plant 
with cheap production expenses. 
Consequently, it is easily accessi-
ble to women and youth.

Despite its significance, sesame is 
an orphan crop, as it has gotten lit-
tle support from science, business, 
and policymakers. Therefore, it lags 
behind other major oilseed crops 
in terms of genetic development. 
In cultivated sesame, seed break-
ing, irregular growth patterns, and 
asynchronous capsule ripening 

continue to exist, resulting in a low 
seed yield.
In order to meet the rising demand 
for sesame oil, improving sesame 
production and seed quality has 
become crucial. This is a chal-
lenge that needs to be addressed 
first. As good by products start with 
the good produce, technological 
attention is the need of the hour for 
sesame.
Sesame seeds are produced in 
about 60 to 65 countries, with 
Asian and African countries pro-
ducing the most. 

• Lack of knowledge about 
the quality of Sesame seeds 
and poor adoption of new-
er technology: The yield per 
hectare in Nigeria is between 
0.5 and 1.0 tonnes, which is 
low compared to China’s pro-
ductivity of between 1.4 and 
1.6 tonnes per hectare. This is 
mostly due to the inaccessibil-
ity of improved seed varieties 
when required. Low adoption 
of modern and mechanised 
farming practises also contrib-
utes to low output. Farmers on 
a small scale employ obsolete 
techniques and have limited 
access to innovative technol-
ogies. In most of the Western 
African countries lack of ac-
cessibility to high-quality agri-
cultural inputs, such as seeds, 
fertilisers, herbicides, and pes-
ticides, is a major determinant 
of the quality of the final agri-
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cultural output; hence, its absence has a detri-
mental impact on both the quantity and quality of 
the final product.

• Inadequate Infrastructure: Transport infra-
structure is critical for international trade. When 
it comes to India, the country’s major ports are 
severely congested. This could be attributed to 
large cargo volumes, but infrastructure flaws such 
as container and equipment shortages, outmod-
ed navigational aids, a lack of professional expe-
rience, and inadequate port upkeep are also to 
blame. Operational delay from sourcing communi-
ties to ports, as truck travel with seeds might take 
days, compounded by delays in attending to these 
trucks at the ports. Similarly, exporters frequently 
encounter challenges in getting the seeds into the 
vessels on time, resulting in exports missing their 
vessels on multiple occasions.

• Congested and Dilapidated Roads: The bulk of 
the countries indicated above have some of the 
worst road traffic in the world. Despite the fact that 
road construction has been prioritised in many 
western African countries, traffic and bad road 
conditions still remain a concern. Because of poor 
road networks leading to ports, exporters pay de-
murrage on sesame commodities inside trucks.

• Lack of Connectivity: Exporters in landlocked 
countries/states face difficulties due to a lack of 
connectivity to gateway ports.

• Limited Credit Access: Sesame producers, 
aggregators, and exporters frequently encounter 
difficulties in navigating the bureaucratic hoops 
necessary to secure bank loans for growing their 
businesses. It’s not uncommon for the loan to ar-
rive weeks after it was originally expected. 

• Lack of Government Support: Lack of govern-
ment support in terms of financing schemes or 
agricultural schemes is also negatively impacting 
the cultivation of sesame seeds. For example, in 
Nigeria, export subsidies, support programmes, 
and incentives are not administered adequately, 
and the non-oil export sector is extensively reg-
ulated in the country. In Senegal, the government 
provides farmers with seed and fertiliser for pea-
nut cultivation, but the government does not take 
any initiative for sesame seed cultivation, therefore 
farmers are not focusing on sesame cultivation.

• Documentation-intensive process: The com-
plexity of dealing with unknown buyers in foreign 
places, diverse trade rules and procedures, and 
countless documentation accompany exporting. 

However, the process is said to be more time-con-
suming and complex in the majority of countries, 
due in part to a high documentation need. The 
majority of exporters are required to compile 
a considerable amount of paperwork for each 
stage of the shipping procedure. They must keep 
in mind that different types of cargo necessitate 
different sorts of documentation. Food products, 
for example, must be accompanied by health and 
safety certificates. It is also critical to plan ahead 
of time because certification authorities at various 
ports are not available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

• Lack of Quality testing infrastructure and 
dearth of knowledge about buyer’s quality 
preference: Insufficient number of standard and 
effective laboratories to conduct laboratory tests 
and phytosanitary analyses on sesame seeds pri-
or to export results in Insufficient adherence to the 
quality standards demanded by overseas buyers.

Handling Export difficulties associated with sesame 
should begin with crop innovation, followed by simpli-
fication of our logistical procedures. We must consid-
er simplifying the export process for quality sesame, 
which must begin with a healthy harvest. Agriculture 
should be at the forefront of innovation, whether it 
involves Biotechnology or logistics, because it plays 
such a large role in fulfilling global food demand.
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Government support or policy or scheme exist 
in sourcing origins if any, and its advantages and 
pain points if any 
The capacity to identify the origin of food and feed in-
gredients and food sources, particularly when prod-
ucts are proven to be faulty, is referred to as trace-

ability. A traceability system enables a company to 
document and/or find a product as it travels through 
the phases and operations involved in the manufac-
ture, processing, distribution, and handling of feed and 
food, from basic production to consumption. It can 
thus help to identify the source of a product’s non-con-
formity, increase the ability to withdraw or recall such 
a product if necessary, and prevent harmful products 
from reaching customers.

Trade in agri-food and commodities is expected to 
grow further. Changes in the trading environment have 
resulted in an expansion of the worldwide industrial 
network. The supply chain structure has developed to 
increase fragmentation and complexity across various 
firms, as well as the worldwide reach of agri-food sup-
ply chains.

• Because of the large number of players involved, 
the unpredictability of supply, and the perishable 
nature of food, there is a greater need for as-
surance of quality and safety in relation to food 
products and production processes, as well as to 
ensure traceability and compatibility among food 
safety measures.

• Effective traceability systems improve the capacity 
to execute verifiable safety and quality compliance 
procedures. The increased availability of essential 
information enables agri-food companies to better 
manage risks and respond quickly to emergen-
cies, recalls, and withdrawals.

The EU has begun negotiations on an Economic 
Partnership Agreement with 16 West African states, 
including the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) and the West African Economic and 
Monetary Union (WAEMU).

The West African Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) involves both commodities and development 
cooperation. The EPA also provides the option for 
future agreements on sustainable development, ser-
vices, investment, and other trade-related problems. 

Flexible origin laws allow EPA West African coun-
tries to export products containing inputs from other 
countries, particularly in critical sectors such as agri-
culture, fishing, and textiles and clothing. A complete 
directory of rules and regulations is available at the 
European Commission Trade-Economic Partnerships 
Agreement page.
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On logistics, the current scenario of freight cost 
and container availability, transit time etc.., how 
feasible it is now for the suppliers/exporters?
The seventeen countries that make up West Africa 
have traditionally trailed behind other parts of Africa 
in terms of development and political stability. Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, which includes much of West Africa, has 
only six per cent of the world’s road networks despite 
making up 17 per cent of the world’s total land area, 
according to the International Road Federation.
This drastically hinders intra-regional trade and transit 
throughout Africa. For instance,

• The Africa Trade Law Centre reports that between 
2019 and 2020, intra-African trade accounted for 
only 19 per cent of Nigeria’s exports and eight per 
cent of its imports. 

• There are significant stretches of land between 
Côte d’Ivoire and Senegal that are not connected 
by up-to-date highways. Many African countries’ 
rural areas lack any form of access to the distribu-
tion network. Inadequate transportation networks 
can make it harder to get needed supplies and to 
meet domestic demand. However, inbound, and 
outbound logistics are impacted by the high prices 
of ocean and air freight in West Africa.

• Despite difficulties, many African countries are 
rising to the top in terms of commerce. These in-
clude Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, and Benin. 

• When it comes to domestic logistics and the ex-
pansion of intra-regional trade, Nigeria is placed 
10th in the world by Agility’s Emerging Markets 
Index. 

• West Africa’s natural resources, expanding 
middle class, and establishment of the Afri-
can Continental Free Trade Area are just a 
few of the reasons that the region has gar-
nered so much international attention. 

As long as the containerised logistics disruption re-
mains, container freight rates will stay expensive for 
much of 2022. Global container shipping rates have 
climbed by an average of four to five times current 
2019 levels, with some spot markets experiencing 
even greater increases. With significant shortages of 
vessel space, container boxes, chassis, warehouse 
space, intermodal capacity, and personnel, shippers 
have struggled to locate capacity.

• According to Drewry’s aggregate World Container 
Index, the price of a 40-foot container decreased 

to $7,579 on June 9 from $9,477 on February 24, 
but it is still 13 per cent higher than the same time 
last year.

• Since the Ukraine conflict began on Febru-
ary 24, global freight costs have decreased 
by about 20 per cent, indicating that sup-
ply-chain disruptions are reducing, although 
they are still 13% higher than a year ago. 

According to a study note published by an online con-
tainer marketplace, there will not be a significant fall in 
rates because the supply chain interruptions remain. 

Overall, there might not be a significant drop in the 
freight charges, but the positive is, there are factors 
indicating that eventually it will lower down. But it might 
not go back to the pre-pandemic charges. The world 
after all has changed a lot and this is a new normal to 
adjust to.

Port infrastructure in the source of origin and 
time efficiency in handling containers, and if any 
other important points/aspects
With its large population and rising resources, Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) is a developing market that needs 
to speed up its trade and access to global markets.  

According to PwC’s research, a 25 per cent boost 
in port performance may add two per cent to 
GDP, illustrating the strong correlation between 
port efficiency and trade competitiveness. 
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Many African ports are becoming increasingly 
congested, and the continent risks stunting its 
economic development if enough investments are 
not made in terminal infrastructure. The region’s long-
term prosperity depends on its ability to get access 
to efficient ports, inter-connecting infrastructure, and 
operations that can keep up with present demand and 
future expansion while keeping costs low and ensuring 
the reliability of freight transportation.

Although there are large amounts of commodities 
that need to be moved, Africa’s ports are still not 
fully developed, nor are they fully integrated into the 
continent’s larger logistical systems. Some ports service 
extensive hinterland areas that often cross international 
borders and are a major source of economic value.  

• Due to land limitations, African ports tend to 
operate at a higher density than their global 
equivalents.

• Frequently, terminal capacity utilisation is limited by 
vessel sizes, vessel utilisation, and call frequency.

• Frequently, the road network surrounding 
ports is insufficient to support port traffic. 

Many of the handling inefficiencies and lengthy 
container dwell periods are unrelated to port 
infrastructure deficiencies. Poor port management, 
customs and associated container clearing processes, 
as well as inadequate landside connections, hinder 
containers from departing ports without delay.

Infrastructure must be strengthened, particularly near 
ports, and last-mile connectivity must be given via 
enhancing road connectivity and security. Logistics 
service providers, particularly ports, will continue to play 
an important facilitator role in trade competitiveness, 
facilitating commerce and sustainable economic 
growth across the area. 

Trade competitiveness necessitates governments and 
key stakeholders viewing ports as trade facilitators and 
logistics supply chain integrators. The dependability 
and efficiency of each port terminal, particularly the 
reduction of shipper delays, is vital to improving future 
trade facilitation.
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NEWS
ARMTI trains farmers 
on Sesame, Sorghum 
production
The northeast geo-political zone of the country has 
a very high comparative production advantage in 
these two commodities necessitating the training 
programme moving to Bauchi. The training aims to 
develop a feasible and functional model for sesame 
seed and sorghum export for improved foreign 
exchange earnings.

https://www.tvcnews.tv

Improved Production 
of Sesame, Sorghum 
Will Boost FX, Create 
Jobs 
Nigeria exported agricultural goods worth 
N343.4 billion in the first half of the year, 
according to the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS). This was an increase of 17.3 percent, 
from the N292.8 billion recorded in the 
corresponding period last year. It was, however, 
a rise of 61.9 percent compared to N212.1 billion 
recorded in the second half of last year.

https://ibrandtv.com

Brazil’s Atlas 
‘superfoods’ business 
bolstered by the 
capital market 
incursion 
Privately owned grain trader Atlas has raised 
100 million reais ($19.39 million) in the local 
capital market so far this year to grow its 
Brazilian “superfoods” business, a market where 
large trading firms will not venture. Superfoods, 
or low-calorie grains with high nutritional 
values, include pulses like lentils, dry beans and 
chickpeas.

https://www.reuters.com
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RMRDC vows to boost 
local raw materials 
production
The RMRDC DG, represented at the workshop 
by the Deputy Director, raw materials Cluster 
Development Division (RCDD), said it was 
important for local sesame farmers in Nigeria 
to embrace standard agronomic practices in the 
cultivation and harvesting of the crop in order 
to meet international standard requirements. 
He said sesame is the largest contributor of 
foreign exchange among agricultural products 
to Nigeria’s economy, with about 500,000 tons/
annum.

https://www.blueprint.ng

KVK promotes 
oilseed crops
According Sr Scientist &Head of KVK, Reasi 
said that sesame is the leading oilseeds crops 
in the district and KVK is stressing on the 
scientific farming of sesame. He said that 
KVK is urging the farmers to adopt the latest 
technologies of sesame crop recommended by 
the KVK.

http://www.earlytimes.in

RMRDC commits 
to boosting the 
production of non-oil 
export commodities
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Investment, thanked the council 
for training sesame farmers in the state. He said 
that the state was one of the leading states in the 
cultivation of sesame in the country. training 
has exposed the farmers to modern agronomic 
practices and trends which can launch the 
state to the limelight in terms of the volume of 
production of the crop.

https://nnn.ng
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Sesame seeds are 
expensive during 
festivals; Impact 
of torrential rains 
on cultivation in 
Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh 
In the last two to three months, the price of 
sesame in the retail market has increased by Rs 
50 to Rs 60 per kg. Sesame season starts in the 
month of October. Then the season starts from 
October to December. Sesame seeds are in 
good demand from Diwali to Sankranti. Rains 
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh have affected 
sesame cultivation.

https://freshgooglenews.com

Open Sesame!
The sesame harvest has just finished. The quality of Turkish 
sesame is highly esteemed, especially by the Japanese, who 
buy a whopping 75 per cent of the whole crop. Although we 
use sesame a lot, its cultivation in our country is gradually 
decreasing, and imported sesame species dominate the 
market. Unfortunately, the local sesame growers are not 
very keen on growing more, and the annual yield is getting 
smaller every year.

https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com

A little seed with potential  
in North Carolina
North Carolina State University and the New and Emerging Crops 
Research Program in the North Carolina Department of Agriculture 
is seeking farmers who would like to give sesame a try and be 
involved with on-farm research next year.

https://www.farmprogress.com
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Product 

NEWS
Burger King Is Testing New 
Buns with A Popular Bagel 
Seasoning
Everything Bagel seasoning typically consists of a mix of 
sesame, salt, poppy seeds, dried garlic, and dried onion. In 
recent years though, this blend has made its way from delis 
and bakeries to grocery store spice aisles, and even into ice 
cream. It’s now seemingly become an essential spice in most 
American homes.

https://www.tastingtable.com

New Zealand strengthens 
tahini controls after 
outbreak
An outbreak of Salmonella Kintambo earlier this 
year involved three patients who had consumed 
sesame-based products from Syria. Two people were 
hospitalized. Sequencing of clinical isolates showed 
cases were closely genetically related and had the same 
sequence type as in an ongoing European outbreak 
linked to the same type of products.

https://www.foodsafetynews.com

New rules set in production 
and sale of ‘simit’
The Turkish Standards Institute (TSE) has prepared a regulation 
bringing a series of new rules regarding the production and sales 
processes of “simit,” often called “Turkish bagel.” According to the 
draft regulation, simits will be divided into four as street simits, 
patisserie simits, filled simits and boiled simits.

https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com
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Indian Sesame seed market updates
Indian sesame seed offer price (or) FOB latest – 10 Oct 2022

Offer prices from other origins – 10 Oct 2022

China 

Variety Grade USD/MT

Hulled white sesame 99.95 2120

Hulled white sesame 99.97 2130

Hulled white sesame 99.98 2140

Natural white sesame 99.1 1680

Natural white sesame Sortex clean 1790

Natural black sesame Regular 1770

Natural black sesame Z Black 1950

Origin Variety/Grade USD/MT

Sudan Red Sesame (old crop) 1570

Sudan Non gadaref (old crop) 1650

Pakistan Hybrid (new crop) 1570

Nigeria Bauchi (new crop) 1600

Source: Mr Kishan Tanna, Tirupati Brokers

Source: China Customs

• China’s import price since March 2022 is going up 
and touched the 2022 high of USD 1593 per MT.

• Monthly imports bounced back in August 2022, 
signalling China is gradually limping back to nor-
malcy from covid.

• First eight months, sesame seed imports totalled 
790,765 MT.

• Overall imports in 2022 are estimated to be around 
1,150,000 and 1,200,000 MT, a new record.

Sesame seed - Trade Flow

China Imports from Top Origins - Aug 2022

Origin 
Country

Quantity in 
MT

USD/MT % Quantity 
changes monthly

Monthly change in 
price (absolute)

Monthly change 
in price (%)

Tanzania 29,780 1,607 1,050 93 6.2

Sudan 12,160 1,524 14 26 1.8

Ethiopia 10,032 1,720 135 6 0.4

Niger/Nigeria 7,433 1,490 9 46 3.0

India 5,314 1,645 6 22 1.3

Others 7,295 ---- 53.7 ----- -----

Total 72,014 ----- 77.1 ----- -----
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Korea

 Japan

India

• Korean Sesame imports have gained momentum 
since May 2022, and the monthly imports were 
higher compared to last year.

• First eight months, Korean imports totalled 55,206 
MT, as against 53023 MT imported during the 
same period in 2021.

• India, with 26,549 MT, and China, with 17,509 
MT, have accounted for more than 80 per cent of 
the overall Korean imports so far in 2022.

• Japan’s sesame seed imports in the first eight 
months of 2022 have totalled 123,413 MT.

• With four more months left, Japan’s overall imports 
in 2022 are likely to be in the region of 165,000 
and 175,000 MT as against 150,975 MT imported 
during 2021.

• Nigeria tops the importer’s list with 53,311 MT, 
followed by Burkina Faso with 20,108 MT and Mo-
zambique with 9,704 MT.

• African countries accounted for nearly 3/4th of the 
Japanese sesame seed imports during the above 
said period.  

• India’s sesame imports in the first eight months of 
2022 have totalled 171,619 tons

• The weighted average price has declined from the 
Jan 2022 high of USD 1895 per ton, to the low of 
USD 1647 per ton in July-2022  

• Nearly half of the total exports in the above said 
period were done in the last three months owing 
to bumper summer crop in Gujarat

Japan imports from top origins - Aug 2022

Origin 
Country

Quantity in MT USD/MT % Quantity 
changes 
monthly

Monthly 
change 
in price 

(absolute)

Monthly 
change in 
price (%)

Nigeria 6,918 1,598 1.7 65.3 4.3

Burkina Faso 2,628 1,541 10.3 28.3 1.9

Paraguay 774 2,161 87.0 6.8 0.3

Tanzania 596 1,557 ----- ----- -----

Ethiopia 566 1,834 49.7 7.0 0.4

Others 2,414 ----- 39.3 ----- -----

Total 13,896 ----- 2.1 ----- -----

Source: South Korea Customs

Source: Ministry of Finance Japan
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Source: US International Trade Statistics

USA Imports top origins - Aug 2022

Origin 
Country

Quantity in 
MT

USD/MT % Quantity 
changes monthly

Monthly change in 
price (absolute)

Monthly change 
in price (%)

India 1,571 2,458 14.5 82.4 3.5

Guatemala 432 2,535 24.3 112.1 4.2

Nigeria 200 2,327 21.7 121.0 5.5

Mexico 112 2,802 2.5 231.9 7.6

Turkey 105 2,873 58.9 149.7 5.0

Others 281 ---- 64.2 ----- -----

Total 2701 ----- 29.3 ----- -----

India Exports top destinations - Aug 2022

Origin 
Country

Quantity in 
MT

USD/MT % Quantity 
changes monthly

Monthly change in 
price (absolute)

Monthly change 
in price (%)

Korea 8,100 1,642 170 135.3 9.0

Russia 2,289 1,914 1.9 141.1 8.0

Taiwan 1,478 1,313 30.2 18.9 1.4

U S A 1,410 2,107 25.7 14.5 0.7

Vietnam 1,141 1,622 11.0 302.5 22.9

Others 8,924 ---- 48.6 ----- -----

Total 23,341 ----- 16.4 ----- -----

USA

Turkey

• USA sesame seed imports in the first eight 
months of 2022 have totalled 25,385 MT, as 
against 24,731 MT imported during the same pe-
riod during 2021 

• India tops the list of US importers with 11,784 MT, 

followed by Guatemala with 4,925 MT, Mexico 
with 1,770 MT, Nigeria with 1,242 MT and Paki-
stan with 1,155 MT.   

• The above countries have accounted for 82 per 
cent of the US sesame imports during the above 
said period.

• Korea is the leading export destination with 33,799 
tons, followed by China with 14,877 tons and US 
with 11,319 tons. 

• India’s export to EU, which includes UK is about 
10-11 percent of the overall exports in the above 
said period 

• Turkey sesame average import price has reduced 
to its lowest levels in August 2022 when it reaches 
USD 1545 per ton

• Imports in the first eight months have totalled 
115,531 tons, as against 133,109 tons imported 
during the same period 2021

• Going by the current trend, imports in the entire 
2022 is likely to be lower by 10-12 percent as 
compared to 2021 import volume of 194,755 tons.Source: Turkey Customs

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry- India
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